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THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH IN INDIA. 
Introduction. 


We of the West are the teachers, they of the East the leam- 
ers. Though not so bluntly expressed this has often heen the 
mental attitude of the Occident to the Orient. But travel, trans- 
lations of the best thought heritage, and a more liberal and sci- 
entific training have helped to develop a new attitude, that of 
teach and learn upon the part of both Hast and West. learn from 
ali, share your added knowledge with all no matter what your na- 
tionality. For long the West has more or less unselfishly shared 
its inventions, its sciences, its government institutions, and 
its religion with the East. May we not, with mutual value, permit 
Oriental thinkers to also share the knowledge which they have ace 
cumulated through the centuries, with us? So this series of 
studies is an effort to find truth in India. 


Before taking up the seven (7) characters and qualities with 
which we shall deal let us make a few introductory statements. 

1. India, "Mother of Religions", has a wealth of philoso- 
yhical and devotional teachings which the world needs. Take this 
expression from the Dhammapadha:- 


"Conquer a man who never gives by gifts, 
Subdue untruthful men by truth, 

Vanquish an angry man by gentleness 

And overcome the evil man by goodness, 

To injure none by thought or word or deed, 
To give to others and be kind to all, 

This is the constant duty of the good." 


True Jesus said the same thing, "Overcome evil with good} 
but do we not need various expressions, this Indian among them, 
in order to grasp this great truth? 


2. The more diversified the experiences of those who reveal 
truth to us the closer our apyvroach to Perfect Knowledge. To 
know Abraham Lincoln you would want more than the testimony of the 
people of Springfield. You would want also to hear from a boyhood 
friend, a member of his cabinet, General Grant, etc. And we find, 


too, that we are helped to know Lincoln by the drama of an English- 


man, John Drinkwater. If it is aifficult to know a character from 
the witness of one man, how much more difficult to grasp a truth 
through the witness of one man or one race or even one religion. 
It takes more than the aggressive West to teach the world the les- 
gon of Non-violence. From India comes the story of the five blind 
men, each of whdby feeling a different part of the elephant, se- 
cured a very one-sided knowledge of the animal. The more diversi- 
fied the exneriences of the witnesses the more of truth will be 
revealed. Hence we need the experiences of India to further our 
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path toward truth. 


5- India, trained in introspection, and America trained in 
extraspection, are especially fitted to be mutual helpers on the 
trail of Truth. India has specialized in Philosophy, America in 
science. India has looked into the soul. America has looked out 
into the world of nature. Each needs the enlarging view of the 
other. Their different training makes them of special value to 
each other as mutual helpers. 


4. Ideas when embodied in eamest lives are in form for ase 
Similation. It has been said that to give an idea to the world a 
man in Europe writes a book, in England, goes on a speaking tour, 
in America, organises a society. But God gives the world truths by 
sending mene When he wanted to teach that slavery was wrong He 
sent a Moses, a Wilberforce, A Lincoln. And so in studying con- 
tentment, tolerance and sacrifice in India we shall seek them em- 
bodie@ in earnest lives. God does not give us abstract truths. 

We only know brotherhood when we see it lives. All truth must be 
personified to be recognized or assimilated. 


5 The opinion of India's modern sons is needed in the in- 
terpretation of India's best. We should never be content with a 
non-American evaluation of Theodore Roosevelt. Neither is India 
content with a western evaluation of Buddha or Gandhi. Rhibany 
has added much to our thought of Jesus because Rhibany is a 
Syrian.- And so in this study we shall often ask Indians for 
their interpretation of Indians. 


6- Our love of truth requires that with the many good qual- 
ities which we shall find in the lives of India's greatest sons 
we also point out failures and shortcomings. There i$ always 
danger in judging others. There is a special danger when we 
westerers try to judge the oriental, our western standards con- 
stantly crop out. But there is one who is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Lifee Himself an oriental,he is the one safe standard of 
judgment. Refraining from judging by our own standards, we yet 
cannot refrain from judging India's greatest children in the 
light of him who makes "our hearts to burn within us on the way" 
and who will be revealed to India and America yet more clearly 
when we break. bread together. 


As we search for truth in India may this prayer of her seek- 
ing son for his motherland be our prayer also. 


"Where the mind is without fear and the head held high; 

Where lmowledge is free; 

Where the world has not been broken up into fragments 
by narrow domestic walls; 

Where words come out from the depths of truth; 

Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards per- 
fection; 

Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way 
into the dreary desert sand of dead habit; 

Where the mind is led forward by thee into ever widen- 


ing thought and action; ‘ . 
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Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my 
country awake". 
TAGO RE. 


STUDY I. BUDDHA AND CONTENTICENT, 


Satyamuni Gautama, later the Buddha, was born in north- 
east India about 2500 years age. Many historiens rank him sec- 
ond to Jesus the Christ in influence on the world. It has only 
been in recent centuries that the number of Christiens has sur- 
passed the number of Buddhists. But in this first study let us 
put Buddhism out of our minds end go back to Buddha. 


What were the conditions in India when this founder ofa 
great world religion appeared ? The main tenets of the reli- 
gicus philosophy of Hinduism, - pantheism, transmigration of souls 
and karma, - had been formulated. Pantheism teaches that all is 
God. <All that we see and feel is phenomenal evidence of Brahman, 
the one ultimate reality behind all. Even our spirits are part 
of this Absolute. Salvation is in realizing ourselves as part 
of Brahman. This is not our real life, it is maya,delusion. When 
we dehypnotise ourselves we comeoreality and find ourselves in 
Brahman, the Ultimate. Transmigration teaches that the soul, 
Atman, never dies but migrates on and on, seeming to us to have 
an existence in bodily form. When the body dies the soul enters 
another body as the caterpillar moves from leaf to leaf. The 
only ewcape from the endless cycle of seemimg separate existence 
is the knowledge, "I am Brahman". This looks like suicide of 
personality but to the Hindu it is realization of the Ultimate, 
the Unknowable One. 


Karma is the essence of good and bad deeds which carries 
one over into the next stage of existence and by which the hap- 
piness or misery of the next life is determined. If I do wrong 
such as being disrespectful to a Brahmin, killing a cow, or 
failing in a prescribed ceremony, I am apt, in the next stage, 
to find myself embodied in a low caste man, a@ woman or a leper. 
The problem of Job is easy to the Hindu. Inequality and suffer- 
ing are due to inherited merit and sing An early Buddhist book 
found 62 philosophical systems in India, all of them accepting 
these main tenets though differing in details. 


Caste was already in Buddha's day reaching out its ten- 
tacles. The Sanskrit word for caste,,varuna, means color, a 
proof of the fact that it developed to keep the light Aryan ine 
vader from mingling with the dark Dravidian. The priestly 
group, the Brahmins, was beginning to assume headship in the 
caste system. The warrior caste came second, then the merchant 
caste and lastly the Sudras, the laborers. Some conquered tribes 
were denied admission to caste and taught that their touch pol- 
luted. These today constitute the 50,000,000 outcasts. The orig- 
inal four castes have many times redivided till at present Thurs- 
ton mentions 17,000 different caste groups. Added to diverse — 
races, languages¢ religions caste has been a very serious divi-e 
sive element keeping India from unity. 
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The Brahmins entrenched themselves as the head caste by 
formulating @ priestly code, the Law of Manu. It is the Law 
of Moseg of Hindu Levites. Here are some of its provisions in 
reference to Brahmins, “Even the gods regard the Brahmin as a 
deity, and his teaching must never be held in question. The 
greatest crime on earth is to kill a Brahmin, there is no expi- 
ation for such a sin. It is wrong to levy a tax on Brahmins. 
They must never be subjected to indignity or corporal punish-' 
ment." To keep the Sudra in his place the Law of Manu says, 
‘“The Sudra is not worthy to receive the sacraments. He may not 
hear,learn, recite or teach the sacred Vedas. The Sudra has 
but one occupation, to serve meekly the other three castes. 

For killing a dog, owl, crow or Sudra the penance is the same. 
If a Sudra arrogantly teaches Brahmins their duty the king 
shall cause hot oil to be poured into his mouth and ears." If 
the Law of Hinduism is so hard on the caste Sudra what about 
the outcast Pariah ? Note also its provision for women, "Day 
and night women must be kept in dependence by the males of 
their families and if they attach themselves to sensual enjoy- 
ment they must be kept under control. Her father protects her 
in dhildhood, her husband in youth, her son in old age. Wo- 
man is never fit for independence." Do you wonder that Buddha 
denounced most of these man-dividing commands even though his 
monastic system unfortunately kept some distinctions ? But 
even more he condemned the rictual and ceremony with which 
Manu is full. Like Leviticus it was formulated to maintain 
the status quo, the dominance of the priests. It prevents 
progress. Yet the Law of Manu is quoted as authoritative 

even today and in legislative bodies. 


The combination of Aryan-taught pantheismn, karma, and 
caste with the animgjsm and idolatry of Dravidian India was, 
in Buddha's day, building up what is called Hinduism. Hinduism 
is an amazing conglamoration, When the Brahmins came into 
South India they said to the millions of worshippers of Meen- 
atchi, "Your goddess is the wife of our god, Siva," Thus Hind- 
uism accomadatingly adopts gods and goddesses as it sweeps their 
devotees into its all-embracing fold. One can believe anything 
and be a Hindu. One can commit almost any immorality and remain 
a Hindu. But one must unswervingly follow certain caste and 


rictual requirements or be outcasted from Hinduism. Polytheisn, 
Asceticism, Caste distinctions and Brahmén supremacy were the 
main characterstics of Hinduism in Buddha's day as today. 


Such a priest-ridden» religion of rite rather than right 
does not satisfy the longing heart. India was ripe for a re- 
former. While the second Isaiah was preaching truth and right- 
eousness in Judea, Confucius in China and perhaps a eek EE 
Persia, Gautama the Buddha camer on the scene in ancient India. 


we can mention only the most significant facts in Gauta- 
mats life. With the mastery of the Pali language in regen e 
years by such students as Oldenbere and Rhys vate ee ar Tae 
been able to sift the real facts from the mass of miracie an 
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other tradition which has accumulated around the life of the 
Buddha. Still we can't speak positively about any stories of 
his life. All the accounts which we have were written centuries 
after his death. However we can safely judge of any individ- 
ual incidents in his life in the light of the whole impression 
which he made. . 


| Gautama belonged to the warrior caste. His father was 
a chieftan who had hopes of his son's following him as a worthy 
warrior. Gautama's youth was filled with hunting and fighting 
and feasting. Pleasure-seeking and selfish indulgence marked 
his early life. Yet a higher purpose made itself heard at times. 
A wounded animal aroused his sympathy. He grieved at the hard- 
ships of his clansmen. A longing to serve was within him. The 
suffering of the people of his tribe made him hungry to find 
the way of escape from misery in this life, not after the end- 
less cycles of transmigration. Tradition says that when Gauta- 
ma was 29 years of age the sight of suffering in an old man, 
a sick man and a bereaved man impelled him to abandon his life 
of selfish ease and seek a way of escape from suffering. On 
the day when his first child was born he gazed upon the sleep- 
ing mother, realized that here was another tie to bind him to 
his old life, so, without awakening mother or child, he rushed 
forth, changed clothes with a beggar and became an ascetic. 
The life of the sacrificing ascetic is considered the ideal life 
by most .of the people of India. 


For six years Gautama lived a rigorous ascetic life. He 
all but destroyed his body but he found no peace for his soul. 
In these words he has described these harrowing years, "I hafe 
fed my body on mosses, grasses, cow-dung. I have lived upon 
the whld fruits and roots of the jungle. I have worn garments 
of hemp and hair and rags from the dust heap. I have wrapped 
myself in the abandoned hides of animals. I have covered my 
nakedness with lengths of grass, bark and leaves. I was a 
plucker out of hair and bearde I took upon myself the vow nev- 
er to sit or lie downe I bound myself perpetually to squat 
upon my heals. When I lay down to rest it was with thorns up- 
on my sides." Thus when a mere skeleton about to die, Gautama 
mustered enough sense to realize the failure of this ascetic 
way of seeking salvation and repudiated its heal th-destroying 


metnodse 


Gautama had tried the way of indulgence and the way of 
austerity. Neither brought peace. In the "Middle Path®, i.e, 
“keep the body healthful but make the spirit its master, he 
found enlightenment. "Let self be lord of self", is the way he 
expressed it. This vision of Gautama's, this second birth, this 
enligthenment beneath the Bo tree is one of the great events 
of history. It was real. It dominated all av future life. 

* Now we can properly call Gautama, "The Buddha", the "Enlighh- 
ened One"... In the Mystic path we Christians reckon four 
stages, Awakening, Renunciation, Enlightenment and Unity. At 
this time in Buddha's life he had definitely passed thru the 
farst three and is now entering the fourth. But he would have 
"Unity" mean the uniting of man with all other life, rather 
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‘ Knowing himself "lLighted= ito lighten" Buddha became 
an inspiring missionary. India was ready for one who should 
bring her back to the realities of life. His personality was 
magnetic, his enthusiasm captivating. Gradually he gathered 
disciples whom he put to work. He begged his way as he preach- 
ed his message. Once he asked a Brahmin farmer for food. The 
farmer told him to plow and plant and raise his own food. 
Buddha replied:- 

"A farmer I,good sir, indeed; 
Right views my very fruitful seed; 
The rain that waters it is discipline; 
Wisdom herself my yoke and plow. 
(Brahmin,, dost take my meaning now ?) 
The pole is maiden modesty, 
| And mindfulness the axle tree. 
| 5 Alertness my goad and plowshare keen, 
| _ Guarded in thought and act and speech 
With truthfulness I weed the fround. 
In gentle kindliness is found 
The way of saivation I preach, 
My ox is endeavor, which beareth me ever, where grief 

_ cometh never, 

To Nirvana the gaal I shall reach. 
Such good Brahmin, is my farming 
And it bears ambrosial crops; 

Whoso follows out my teaching 
Straight for him all sorrow stops." 


For 45 years Buddha went about doing good and preach- 
ing contentment and release in North India. In every place 
which he visited he preached the overcoming of suffering thru 
the riddance of selfish desire by the eight-fold path of right 
thought and living. These beattitudes given by Buddha in an- 
swer to the query, "What brings most blessing to mankind ?" 
sum up most of his ethical teaching. 

"To shun the fool to court the wise, 
This is the highest paradise. 

Pay Ye respect where it is due 

So will true blessing come to youe 
Seek a fit place and there remain, 
Striving self-knowledge to attain. 
Let. wisdom, skill and discipline, 

“ and gracious kindly words be thine. 
Tend parents, cherish wife and child, 
pursue a blameless life and mild. 
Live thou devout, give simple alms, 
Protect thyself from life's alarms. 
Do good, shun ill, and still beware 
of the red wine's ins#dvus snare. 

Be humble with thy lot content, 
Grateful and ever reverent. 

The Noble Truths, the life austere 

And chaste that brings Nirvana here. 
The life by eight-fold bond secure 

The life of peace that crowns the pure. 
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This is the highest bliss to find, 
_. This the chief blessing of mankind." 
Thus did this Reformer teach, constantly and courageously, till 
he reached the ripe old age of eighty years. India has not ord- 
inarily burnt or crucified her reformers, 


_, _Calm and serene in his death, Buddha thanks his favorite 
disciple for the latter's tender ministrations and adds, “Peace, 
Ananda, weep not. Have I not told thee that it is in the nature 
of things that we must be sepazated from all that is dearest 
and nearest to us ? Must not that which is made of component 
parts dissolve and pass away ? It may be,O Ananda, that when I 
am gone this thought will arise in your minds, 'The word of the 
Master is no moret. Think not thus. The truth, the law which 
I have taught you, that shall be your master when I am gone. 
Listen now, Brethren, and farewell. Everything is perishing 
and prone to dissolution, it is the nature of things. Work with- 
out ceasing to attain release." Thus passed the Buddha with 
quiet contentment into the deathless Nirvana which he dreaded 
note 5 


In mentioning some of Buddha's shortcomings we must re- 
member the times in which he lived. While we judge him by Jesus 
we do not blame him for failing to measure up to a standard un- 
known in his day. Buddha ignored God. Quite diffgrent his words, 
"Be ye lamps unto yourselves", from the Savior's words, “Abide 
in me, I am the Light of the World." Also the moral code which 
Buddha formulated for the monks and nuns was different and more 
eyacting than the code for the laity. Buddha regarded compan- 
ionship with the worldly as a tempting chain, creating desires 
rather than removing them. Hence he called on his followers to 
come apart from the world. Quite different this from Jesus’ en- 
couragement to mingle with men and serve the lowliest. Woman, 
Buddha especially regarded as a temptation, Some of his words 
about her seem very harsh to use But he was equ&ly severe on 
monks if they did not master their passions. Our modern thought 
of wedded companionship was sadly lacking. But perhaps for this 
we should blame the monk writers rather than Buddha himself. 
Furthermore Buddha bequeathed to his followers rules and form- 
vias for conduct. Thesé tended to make Buddhism static rather 
than progressives They were the letter which kills. Would that 
Buddha, like Jesus, had pointed his disciples to a Spirit which 
gives life and which guides unto all truth. 


But what is Buddha's message to our dey ? First Tanha is 
the root of unhappiness. Formerly Tanha was translated desire 
and Buddha was made to condemn all desire. But the many good as- 
pirations found in his life prove that this. translation was wrong 
Gounders! translates it as "selfish craving", others as “egoism". 
Tagore calls it "thraldom of self". Buddha personifies it thus, 
"Tanha, thou builder of this tabernacle, I know thee. Never shalt 
thou build again these walls of pain; broken thy house is sei 
the ridge-pole splite Delusion fashioned ite | Burne found his 
same delusion in pleasure seeking, 4" ; coe! <n “i 
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"But pleasures are like poppies spread, 
You sieze the flower, the bloom is shed}. 
Or like the snow-fall on the river 
A moment white, then meltsforever; 
Or like the borealis race 
That: flit ere you can point their’ place." 
Tagore points to the same source of misery as does Buddha, "The. 
real misery of man is in the fact that he has not fully come 
out, that he is self-obscured, lost in the midst of his own 
desires. He can not feel himself beyond his personal surround- 
ings, his greater self is blotted out." Most of us would testi- 
fy that we have seen people who have allowed tanha, selfish 
craving to blot out the personality they might have beene How 
Buddha would have enjoyed Markham's poem, "The Shoes of Happi- 
ness." <A sultan im: India is dying. Only the wearing of the 
shoes of someone who is perfectly happy will save his life, the 


‘friends are told. Messengers are sent in haste to all parts of 


the kingdom to find a perfectly happy man. But with all there 
is some mar to perfect bliss, the needed shoes can not be se- 
cured. One messenger hears a men playing a flute. When he asks 
the player if he is perfectly happy the latter replies:- 
"Favor nor fortune nor fame have I; 
All I ask is a road and a sky, - 
These and a pipe of the willow tree 
To whisper the music out of me." 
Yes, he was perfectly happy. "Quick then your shoes, to save 
the dying sultan." But he had no shoes $ Contentment, a con- 
tented life, is more than meat and the body than raimente In 
Dhammapada Buddha says, “We live happily indeed not hating 
those who hate us, free from greed among the greedy. Victory 
preeds hatred. The conquered is unhappy. He who has given up 
both victory and defeat, he, the contented, is happy Let no 
man covet anything, then loss of that coveted will not bring 
misery. These who covet nothing and hate nothing have no fete 


terse" 


A second message of Buddha may be summarized thus, "The 
mind can control the body and thereby banish disharmony, the 
eause of suffering." Buddha knew what it was to be the victim 
of environment. In his enlightenment he knew himself to be mas- 
ter of his circumstancese "T Live in the village but ever in 
thought I escape to the jungle, no fetters for me, for Le. 
hath set me most gloriously free," a disciple airs Buddha, s 
teachinge Such expressions as this of Bre Gugkien S tell in 
modern phraseology the thought of Buddha, “The Mystic is con- 
vineed that the life which is centered in things is shallow, 
meaningless, exhausting, end 1s thankful that he has discovere 
ed a life far richer and sweetere The new life means summons 
to self-discipline. It is the principle of detachment found 
in the Bhagavad Gita. Self must be purged of its selfishness. 
Its devotion to sense and the ma terial world must be broken. 
Everyone who would live the higher life must master his appet- 
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This mastery of the impulses by the personality was taught 
by Buddha.. It was taught by Jesus, "As a man thinke th so is ee 
It has been taught by Philosophy. Yet the growth of 2 movement 
like Christian Science shows that it has been neglected by the 
Christian Church. Along with errors which have crept into her 
teaching, Mrs. Eddy's organization has helped us to remember 
that personality is the pilot of our lives. Let’ us thank her 
for floating this sunken truth. Dr. Hatfield in his "Psychology: 
of Power" mentions this experiment to show the mastery of 
body by mind. The strength of grip of two men was found to av- 
erage 101 lbs. In a hypnotic state they averaged 29 lbs. when 
told they were weak,and 142 lbs when told they were strong. Ace 
cording to their faith it was done unto them. Do we not often 
need to say with a modern Buddha, "I am master of my fate, I am 
captain of my soul" ? And that does not mean that we need not 
go further and pray with Tagore, "Give me the strength to sur- 


. render my strength to thy will, 0 God.™ 


May we not find a third message from Buddha in this, 
"Nirvana is the state of mind when disharmony is banished and 
contentment achieved." Nirvana means extinction and has been 
variously interpreted as meaning extinction of consciousness, 
extinction of false desire, extinction of the illusion of sep- 
arate being. Buddha taught that there never was a soul, only 
a bundle of sensations and faculties, so what never existed 
can not be extinguished. "To Buddha, Nirvana seems to have: 
meant primarily an ethical experience - that deep calm happiness 
which comes from right living - coupled with e more mystical 
experience which is possible to certain exceptionally endowed 
minds."(Saunders) We must not read into Buddha's use of Nir- 
yana a philosophical meaning which has grown up about it. Suf- 
fering, to Buddha, did not mean bodily pain or mental anguish 
merely. It meant lack of peace. So I believe we are not go- 
ing beyond Buddha's thought when we say that Nirvana, heaven, 
meant to him a banishing of disharmony and an achieving of con- 
tentment. Though doubtless Buddha inherited certain misconcep- 
tions from Hindu philosophy yet taken in its simpler purer 
meaning is hig message not needed today ? Nirvana, the King-~ 
dom of Heaven is within you. Don't wait. Enter it now. We 
Christians believe that disharmony is banished and contentment 
achieved by the inflow of the Spirit of Love which is God. 
Buddha found peace in the inflow of the Spirit of Wisdom and. 
the Spirit. of Service. Because he did not know this Spirit to 
be God, who are we to say that it was not ? 


Dr. Sigmund Freud has done the world a, service by proving 
that much illness, especially nervous complaints, are caused — 
vy disharmony. Impulses are nature-given. puppTosy them and dis- 
harmony results with attending nervous disorders. Sublimate them 
and calm strength follows, We are appalled at the amount of 
leprosy in India. India is appalled at the amount of rebabonach* | 
in America. 16,600 insane in the asylums of California, 15 times 
as many insane per thousand in England as in India. Aad much of 
it caused by a failure to achieve harmony, doctors tell us. The 
call to harmonise all our faculties under one great purpose, 
which sounds down the centuries and across the seas, may it not 


go unheeded 3 
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Still another message let us seek in Buddha's words, 

"Work out with diligence your own perfection." The path he 

urged was the eight-fold one of honesty, truth, purity, charity 

serenety,etc. This need not mean to ignore God as Buddha did, 

but it does mean that the responsibility is on us to strive, 

ask, seek, knock. Says Buddha:- 

"He who falls may rise again; falling loose not heart of hope; 
Up the steep and slippery slope,I,too, struggled to attain, 
And because I loved the good, swift I found beattitude." 

It is the old call, ever needed, to sweat, to climb, to do, 

to dare. Is Buddha not saying in other words, build your own 
stately mansions, heal your own ailments, banish your own 

fears, discipline your own mind, answer your own prayers, 
work out your ww salvation ? : 


As a last message is Buddha's emphasis on causality. 
His is the first scientific mind in religion. God doesn't 


‘make his laws to break them. Our growth comes as we learn to 


fit into these laws of nature, not in expecting them to vary 
for our whims. Let us illustrate this teaching from Tagore. 
"Once while passing under a bridge the mast of my boat got 
stuck in one of its girders. If only for a moment the mast 
of my boat would have bent an inch or two, or the bridge 
raised its back like a yawning cat, or the river given in, it 
would have been alright with me. But they took no notice of 
my helplessness. That is the very reason why I could make 
use of the river and sail upon it with the help of my mast, 
or in crossing its flood rely upon the bridge. Knowledge of 
things is possible because our wish is not their law." Just 
as potstively as this did Buddha teach that the law of cause 
and effect reigns supreme, that man attains his highest end 
by merging the individual in the universal. 


Before we leave Buddha we must quote Tagore's tribute:-= 
"Tn historical times the Buddha comes first of those who de- 
clared salvation to all men, without distinction, as by right 
mants own. What was the special force that startled men's 
minds and spread his teachings over India ? It was a man come 
ing to men and saying, *I am here to emancipate you from the 
miseries of the thraldom of self'. Buddhism aroused in its dev- 
otees an inextinguishable fire of enthusiasm and carried them 
to life-long exile across the mountain and desert barriers. 
The personality which stirs the human heart to its immense 
depths must in that process itself reveal to men the Infinite 
which is in all humanity. Oil has to be burnt, not for the 
sake of diminishing it but for the purpose of giving Light. 
And when Buddha said that self must go, he said at the same 
moment that love must be realized. Thtts originated the doc- 
+rine of Infinite Wisdom and Love manifested in the Buddhae © 
Tt was the first instance when men felt that the Universal and 
the Eternal Spirit was revealed in a human individual whom 
they had known and touchede" 
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In closing let us ask about contentment in India. Doz- 
ens of modern movements such as the Brahmo and Arya Samajes 
the Servants of India Society, the Social Reform and other 
Congresses show a widespread discontent, a divine discontent 
Much so-called contentment in the Orient idacomplacency, 
Sap a let pee (a ee err ge oS 'O.e Nevertheless patience, 
gentleness and serenity abound in India, and these all are 
attributes of contentment. "What you cantt do Monday do Tues- 
day", says a proverb. I never saw an Indian parent whip aor 
‘strike his child. Of course it is done, but not commonly. 

1 about one is an easy,calm, unhurried life. "Shall I start 
ne train now ?", a conductor asked an American who: was boardé 
ing it. Sometimes. the seeming inability to hurry grates on 
an Anglo-Saxon. But that very characteristic is part of the 
lure of the East. ; 


{ 


» india, too, 1s content to sit still. “Your stremgen 
is to sit still", said Isaiah to those of Israel who sought 
a foreign alliance. We know that our deepest problems have 
been solved in moments of stillness. "Be still and know that 
I am God". "Take time to be holy". India takes time to med- 
itate. And by the strength that comes from this practice in 
poise and prayer India is going to aid the world. | 


India is ordinarily content with a humble home, with 
small profits in business, with small possessions. I never 
met a-real estate man in India § People move their residence 
put little. Indian shops which cater to Indians do almost 
no advertising. Shpgg§which sell the same goods ordinarily 
are side by side. One is impressed by the fact that they seem 
to have a spirit of co-operation rather than competition. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


In the face of great hardships many groups in India 
complain but little. Women are unwelcomed as babes, mostly un- 
. educated as girls, married young, besides much drudgery in 
the home they must often work in the fields as well, yet with 
all this there is little complaint. Inwhat they do have in 
the way of home and family they seem content. The outcastes, 
ro say cof in worhsr, are also a wondrous patient and uncom- 
plaining groupe One can read in their faces an unhappiness 
due largely to a religion of fear and hopelessness. As a 
class they. are content with small possessions, and uncom= 
plaining in conditions which we can hardly imagine,so wretched 


are they. 


Gandhi says that the speed and machinery and compéti- 
tion of the West make calmness ‘impossible, and calmness isa 
part of contentment, and that India can not pay such a price 
for machinery and so will have none of it. Can we be serene 
while travelling at 40 miles per hour ? Can we be calm in the 
midst of whirling machinery ? Can we be patient while compet- 
itors are scheming to capture our trade ? If the answer is 
"No" then we are paying too high a price for our civilization, 
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Gandhi is right. Machinery,begone } Contentment,remain § We 
won't buy civilization at the price of our souls. But can we — 
not have both the contentment for the soul and speed and pow= 
er for the body ? Edwin Markham evidently thinks so. Let us 
close with his call to keep in action put to be at rest. 


"The flying arrow, knowing its path is made, 
Goes singing softly at the bow's behest, 
Taking its destined journey unafraid - 
In every moment of its flight at rest. 


So speed, O Soul, to your divine abode, 
singing thru the shadow and the light, 
Go bravely on your high appointed road 
At rest in every moment of your flight." 
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II, ASOKA AND THE SACREDNESS OF LIFE. 


‘ Our second study is the life and message of Asoka, the far- 
famed Buddhist emperor of India who lived three centuries before 
Christ. When H. G. Wells selected Asoka as one of the world's 
greatest men, most of us Americans were surprised, we had never 
heard his name- But it is safe to say that far more people in 
the world honor the memory of Asoka than ever heard of Washinge 
ton and Lincoln, Thomas Edison and Henry Ford. The wholé Buddh-- 
ist world with its 500,000,000 people looks to Asoka as the a- 
postie of Buddhism somewhat as we look to Paul the apostle of 
Christianity. 


. Asoka is especially important in giving us the point of 

view of lay Buddhism. Most of our knowledge of Buddhay early 
Buddhism comes in books written by monks. We must guard ourselves 
against the danger of taking their view as the whole view. Asoka 
is a corrective. His zealous life as a lay Buddhist prove that 
Buddhism was a movement for laity as well as monks. 


Buddha we noticed in the previous chayter, found a religion 

of rite and left a religion of right. Asoka found Buddhism a 
small sect and left it a rapidly growing, world-changing religion. 
Buddha was dominated by a passion to serve nis people- Asoka, too 
earnestly sought to serve his people. Buddha long tried the path 
of indulgence. He went to the limit in the path of austerity. 

But he found peace in the middle path, health of body and mastery 
of soul. 


Asoka also was born a Hindu and started in the orthodox way 
of kings,=- intrigue, domination, ware Sorrow at sight of suffer- 
ing man helped Buddha to seek a way of salvation. Horror at the 
sight of the battlefield where brave, home-loving Kalingas (Mod- 
em Orissans) were strewn dead and dying, impelled Asoka to ree 
nounce ware If every king were compelled to spend a night on the 
battlefield after a fight which behad ordered, would there by war? 
If every Congressman who votes for war or the machinery of war 
wage: required to sleep in the wreck of a bombeshattered hospital, 
would there be war? If every man or woman who votes for a Cone 
gressman who supports war preparation was obliged to dream some 
night in a trench after a gas attack would it take long to beat 
swords into plowshares? Do you wonder that Asoka renounced war? 
"Of course the country of such a pacifist was immediately overe- 
thrown," do you say? I beg you to note the future of the world's 
one great emperor who, in the midst of a conquering career, ree 


nounced war. 
Buddha Left no written record. We must Could fact from fice 
tion in the light of the purest teaching which runs like a silver 


thread through the bulky traditions Asoka did not write letters 
like the Christian avo&tle but he chiseled sermons in stones and 
carved edicts on scattered monuments that the multitudes might 
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know the heart of the Buddhist teaching. Let us read one of Asoka's 
chiseled confessions as Wincent Smith translates it for us; "Kae 
linga was conquered by His Sacred and Gracious Majesty the King 
when he had been consecrated 8 years. 150,000 persons were thence 
carried away captive; 100,000 were there slain and many times that 
number perished. Directly after the annexation of Kalinga, vegan — 
his Sacred Majesty's zealous protection of the Law of Duty, his 
love of that law, and his giving instruction in that law. Thus 
arose His Majesty's remorse for having conquered Kalinga, because 
the conquest of a country previously unconquered involves the 
Slaughter, death and carrying away captive of the people. This is 
a matter of profound sorrow and regret to His Majesty." Don't you 
wish that some such monuments of penitence marked more modern 
battlefields? 


The dying deer which had been stricken by his arrow influenced 
Buddha to forego the hunt. Similarly Emperor Asoka abolished the 
royal hnunt and restricted the sacrificing and slaughtering of ani- 
mals» On another pillar we read, "Formerly in the kitchen of his 
Majesty each day many hundred thousands of living creatures were 
Slaughtered to make curries. But now, when the pious edict is be- 
ing written only three living creatures are slaughtered daily for 
curry, to wit, 2 peacocks and 1 antelope; however, not invariably. 
Even these three living creatures henceforth shall not be slaugh-= 
tered." Thus Asoka became a vegetarian. 


Buddha's triumph over selfish craving was followed by an en- 
lightenment. Would that in this he had glimpsed a ministering 
Father as a greater one did immediately after a triumph over sel= 
fish desiree -Asokats triumph over the special temptation of kings 
and kaisers - that for power and possession = was followed by an 
enlightenment, less sudden that Buddha's but real and fruitful. As 
is to be expected of a ruler, he sought to work out his salvation, 
his enlightenment, by ministering to the welfare of his subjects. 
He dug wells,, built rest houses and planted shade trees. Asoka's 
example makes, doing” hese things still a popular form of community 
service in all varts of India. Also, he created a new department 
in the government to care for backward races, like the department 
of “our government which cares for the American Indian. Many kings 
have themselves been charitable, but Asoka had a complete charity 
organization, an ancient welfare league. He made it practical 
politics. Compassion flowed from his own soul and he saw that it 
flowed from the soul of his empire. 


To minister to the séck he founded hospitals and endowed — 
schools for the study of medicinal herbs- Do we Christians think 
that we are the orginators of hospitals? Let us give full credit 


to the pagan (!) Asoka. I wonder if you feel the repulsion I do 


in the easy flinging of those terms “yagan" and "heathen" But 
in reference to the ministry of hospitals would you be willing to 
say, "Asoka planted, Christians watered, but God giveth the in- 


crease."? 


Buddha's greatest influence was in preaching and living the 
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truths to which he had himself been led, "Banish selfish craving, 
gain contentment, do right". He failed when he tried to adopt or 
adapt Hindu philosophy. Asoka wisely ignored the philosophy, took 
the practical part, the ethics, and earnestly endeavored to inocu- 
late all his people with the inspiring personality of his master. 
The Mission of the Church is Missions" some one has said.s Asoka 
accepted this and lived it, only substituting "State" for "Church? 
Not conquering by armies he inaugurated a far-reaching missionary 
Campaign, @ conquest by truth and love. "All men are my children" 
he carved on many a rock. Into the corners of his kingdom went 
the bearers of the message of unselfishness, contentment and 
righteousness. But he was not limited to home missions. If we 
are not all Buddhists it is not Asoka'ts fault. Monks with courage 
and self-denial bore the light to Afganistan and Tibet, Persia and 
Arabia, Syria and Egypt. Think you these countries answered this 
high call by sending armies back? No, the kingdom of the Pacifist 
was unmolested. And perhaps foreign missions were his greatest 
bulwark of defence. 


It is true that the empire founded by Asoka did not long 
outlast him. Why? Because it takes a great missionary soul to 
live non-violenee Evil is overcome by good, not by possivity, 
fon-violence, as Gandhi often reminds us, is not possive resis- 
tance, it is active resistance. Asoka went the second mile in 
his service to foreign countries.e- He gave the cloak also to 
enemies who sought his coat. But Asoka's successor, like other 
Buddhist kings, saw the passive side without grasping the power 
side. Asoka did not win by weakness, he won by a supreme strength, 
he overramethe evil of war by the good of compassion and service. 


At first ridiculed at home, Buddha later returned and won 
his own family to his gospel. So did Asoka. His son went to win 
Ceylon. When this son sent back word to the Emperor asking for 
some devoted women, some Buddhist nuns, to come and work among 
the Ceylonese women, Asoka'ts daughter voluntered. The great em- 
peror for once hesitated hardly could he give up his beloved ; 
daughter, but he hesitated not when she plead the greater claim of 
her religion. Ceylon was completely won to Buddhism by such de- 
votion and unlike India has remained Buddhist ever since. 


Permit me to express a deep conviction. When India's face is 
turned to Christ on the cross,- and the non-violent campaign in 
India is helping much toward this high ain,- when India's face is 
turned to Christ on the cross, I can not but believe that India, 
from whom Asia once before took her religion, will play the major 
part in taking Christ not only to the Mohamedan countries to the 
north-west but also to Siam and China, java and Japan. 


Buddha found India divided by race and caste and gave it a 
religion which banished distinctions, a brotherhood equally open — 
to all. But Asoka found Buddhism already tending to divide because 
of various interpretations of the letter of the law, just as Pro- 
testantism divided after Luther. Would that Luther had profited by 
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Buddha's failure and directed his followers ever to move forward 
with the "Spirit of Truth." Asoka endeavored to heal the wound 
by calling a Council. This, the 3rd Buddhist Council, continued 
for months, tried to unite the 18 sects each with its pet doctrine, 
and decided on which books should be admitted to the canon. "That 
the Church be not rent in twain.” any person, whosoever, monk or 
nun, shall break the unity of the Church shall be compelled to 
wear white garments and to @well in 2 place not reserved for the 
clergy." Thus free-thinkers were disowned. This Council failed 
just where many a Christian Council failed. Unity is not won by 
canon or creed but by moving with a common Personality toward a 
common goal. 


; So Buddhism early divided into its two schools of thought, the 
Hinayana which continues in Ceylon and Burma and the Mahayana which 
extends over China, Japan and Tibet. Hinayana means "little 
vehiclee" Salvation is for the few-those who leave the world and 
follow the rules of the Order. They are the traditionalists, the 
backward lookers. Hinayana Buddhism today means begging monks, 
moral commands and demon worship. Mahayana means "great vehicle." 
Salvation is for all. Buddha is a revelation of the Infinite and 
is therefor worshipped. Emphasis is on the spirit rather than 
the letter. Though less primitive, an impartial student like Ta- 
gore says, "The Truth of Buddhism is in the Mahayana system." But 
it too has sadly declined until in Tibet it is a travesty on the 
teaching of Gautama. The General who le@ the attempt to climb Mt. 
Everest found in the "Holy City" of Lhassa 10,000 parasitic priests 
preying on the poor and ignorant people. 


Buddha was Indiats John the Baptist, a voice crying in the 

wildemess of religiosity. Though he knew it not he was preparing 

eople r,pue ja f.the Lord. Asoka has. en called the Con- 
Beant afer ney ede hat andate’ ulate Chat stianity, popularised 
by Constantine began to deteriorate. But Asoka's conversion was no 
matter of policy it was a matter of right. He sacrificed much 
thereby. We have noticed his missionary zeal. He also took many 
pilgrimages to Buddhist shrines, personally preached its truths. 
Money that might have enriched his palace founded monasteriese A 
few years before his death Asoka left friends and palace, donned 
the yellow robe and became a monk. In this he was more consistent 
with the letter of the law, "leave the world and its desires) than 
-he had been as emperors But we can't but believe that he served 
his religion better as emperor than as monk. 


But between this John the Baptist and Apostle Paul of the 
Buddhist Reformation where if Jesus? Where is the one who adds to 
"Be ye perfect", "Even as I am perfect"? Where is the one who links 
with "Go ye into all the world", "Do, I am with you always." Buddh- 
ism a gospel without a God, degenerated and decayed + Gautama 
showed the heigth to which one can climb by self-denial and right- 
eousness- Asoka with great talents greatly used them for the wel- 
fare of a world he loved. But the fruits of Buddhism reveal its 


fatal defect. 


Briefly let us mention other shortcomings of Asoka. le fol- 
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lowed the Bersian model of centralised government with little 
participation by the people, hence decay at the center meant fail- 
ure thruout. In his zeal to protect animal life he at times 
treated them better than humans. He forced vegetarianism on many 
who needed the meat food. He unfrocked unorthodox thinkers among 
the Buddhist clergy. But if sin is failing to live up to the 
light we have, Asoka sinned but little. While Jews were perse- 
cuting the prophets who called them to cleanse their hearts and 
enlarge their visions, Asoka was cleansing his heart and sending 
foreign missions. Truly Asoka lived up to the light which shone 
from God thru the window which Buddha had opened. 


What is Asoka's message to our day? First shall we mention 
the kindness and thoughtfulness to animals which he showed? These 
qualities, like mercy, are thrice blessed, and the greatest Weess- 
ings is for him who is kind. Delightful it is to see a child ten- 
aGerly feeding the kitten, and learning thoughtfulness for others 
in the act. But there is a danger. Did you hear Fred B. Smith 
tell of the time when he asked a rich old lady in New York if the 
city lot round which she had built a high board fence, might be 
opened as a playground for the tenement children? To play in the 
street was dangerous. This fenced in lot was the only other avail- 
able place. "No" replied the lady, "I'm sorry but that is my 
Fido's playground." Let us all protest against the casting of 
children's health to dogs, against the pampering of puppies while 
hundreds of unowned babes are crying in our hospitals for a par- 
ent's love. 


"When meat is eaten a knife will fly", is the Tamil way of 
saying that if we are going to be meat-eaters some one must wield 
the butcher knife. "Do you believe in capital punishment?", Warden 
Osborme of Sing Sing penitentiary was asked. "No, because I'm the 
man who has to do the job! was the quick reply. Are we cowards if 
we require others to do that which we would not be willing to do? 
"Do you believe in war"? some soldiers were asked. "No, because we 
are the ones who are compelled to bomb and butcher our brothers who 
are sent to fight us." But to return to meat-eating, if your eat- 
ing mutton depended on your killing the sheep, if your eating 
chicken depended on your chopping off its head, would you eat meat? 
I started one day to ask the first 10 people I met that question. 

I missed some-e But half of those asked would forego meat rather 
than to take the life. There is an instinct against ite Is that 
instinct God-given? If so may the vegetarian Hindu be nearer the 
right? There are arguments on both sides but I am inclined to bee 
lieve that we shall all be vegetarians some day. 


The killing of cows by Mohamedans has long been a cause of 
discord between them and the Hindus. And both groups, in the 
parts of India least touched by Buddhist influence are often most 
cruel to animals-e Cattle aré*branded that the hide is useless. 
Oxen are driven by pointed iron prods and by twisting the tail. It 
is more common to see broken than unbroken tails on the cart oxen. 
Washermen overload young donkeys till their legs are woefully ae 

7s go aninals which are a menace are allowed to propigate. 
mee tes Bes ale snakes are worshipped when they whould be killed. 
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Once I offered a Hindu half a month's salary to kill a cobra. Of 
course he refused it. When vlacue came to Burma the government 
tried its best to persuade the people to kill the bacteria-carry- 
ing fleas and the flea-carrying rats. "We prefer the plague" 
answered the Buddhist monk. The Jains are especially notorius 
harboring all kinds of virmin rather than take life. But in these 
disgusting extremes let us not overlook the high motives which 
prompt most Indiangsto protect animal life. "These little brothers 
also love their lives," the Indian would say with St. Francis. 


Dr. Bose deserves our attention for more than the few monents 
we can sparee He is one of the very few Indians who have made a 
real contribution to science. His career began as a physicist in 
the Presidency College, Calcutta. He fashioned an eye that could 
see radiant heat and wireless waves. "Perhaps we do not si. °"%cic% 
sufficiently appreciate that protective contrivance which veils 
our eyes from insufferable radiance." Bose found that metal 
twitches under electrical conditions much as does muscle. Finding 
the physical and physiological closely related Dr. Bose was led to 
examine plant physiology. He invented some most ingenius and de- 
licate instruments by which he made plants tell most marvelous 
tales of pain, fright, depression and joy-e Says the magazene Asia, 
March number, Bose pinches a carrot with a pair of tweezers. An 
electric shudder courses thru the carrot's flesh. To the eye the 
shudder is unnoticeable. But the recording instrument magnifies 
the imperceptable spasm thousands of times by means of a mirror 
which sends a beam of light upon a screen or walle So profound is 
the shock to the carrot that the beam swings a full eight feet an 
ocular evidence of pain that made vegetarian Bernard Shaw exceed- 
ingly unhappy when he saw it in London a few years ago." Perhaps 
some of Dre Bose'ts theories require furthur proof. But he has 
astonished the scientific world by his brilliant records of the 
nervous system of plants and their very animalslike response to 
stimulation, fatigue, health and abuse. 


In closing we must speak of the present Non-violent campaign 
for Home-Rule in India. In his campaign to relieve the 140,000 
Tndians in South Africa from governmental persecution, Mahatma 
Gandhi first impressed upon India its use as a weapon against the 
modern West. Writes Gandhi, "Non-violence is the first article 
of my faith, it is the last article of my creed. Ahimsa (non- 
killing) in. its negative form means non-injuring any living thing. 
In its vositive form it means the largest lovee If I ama fol- 
lower of Ahimsa I must love my enemy. It includes truth and fear- 
Tessness, it is the force of the soul." By this Soul-Force this 
ereat leader won his campaign in South Africa. After the war he 
persuaded the Congress party in India to adopt non-violent methods 
for winning home rule. Though all Indians have failed to live up 
to the fearlessness, the truth and love,- yes the perfection of 
character- for which Gandhi calls in his campaign, the forbearance 
of the nationalists in the face of great provocation is soul-stirr- 


ing. 


Tagore is also as positively non-violent, "We in India shall 
have to show the world what is that thruth that not only makes dis- 
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armament possible but turns it into strength. That moral force 
is a higher power than brute force will be proved by the people 
who are unarmed. Life in its higher development has thrown off 
a tremenduous burden of armor and a prodigious quantity of flesh 
till man has become the conqueror of the brute world. The day is 
sure to come when the frail man of spirit, completely unhampered 


by arms and airfleets and dreadnoughts, will prove that the meek 
shall inherit the earth." 


"As for war I call it murder, there you have it plain and 
flat, I don't have to go no further than my testament for that." 
Asoka would change "testament" to "conscience" but he would whole- 
heartedly endorse this expression. We've talked the abolition of 
war for centuries. Is it not time that we rise up in our wrath 
and say "This shall not bet" We are not all pacifists. We know 
that non-resistance will not do for a mad dog. 


But when anyone, be he Asoka or Gandhi, Quaker or Bishop, 

, when anyone at any time in any way points to a way to rid 
our war-weary world of the disease of war, let us give him the 
attention and support that his message deserves. For this is sure, 
the world is not big enough for the Spirit of War and the Spirit 
of Christe One or the other must begone. 
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111. AKBAR AND TOLERANCE. 


We now come to the third of the seven great Indians to whom 
we are giving our thought in this series of studies. The first 
two Gautama and Asoka were Buddhists. Akbar is the only Mohame 
medan of the groupe The following two were converts to Chris- 
tianity, Sadhu Sunder Singh from Sikhism and Ramabai from Brah- 
ee Gandhi the Hindu comes next and lastly Tagore the Sama- 
jist: 


Of Buddha and Asoka we must speak in terms of probability 
as no contemporaneous history records the story of their lives. 
However of Akbar - a contemporary of Queen Elizabeth,whose reign 
of 49 years exceeded that of the English Queen by 2 years at 
each end - we can speak more accurately for he comes within the 


times of authentic history. 


To speak of tolerance along with a Mohammedan ruler seems 
paradoxicale Can we think of Kaiser Wilhelm and meekness, 
Roosevelt and Passive resistance? Yet Tennyson is true to Akbar's 
Character when he presents Akbar's dream of a peaceful country 
from which intolerance had departed and all dwell in perfect in- 
tellectual freedom. 


Nearly 2,000 years intervened between Asoka and Akbar. 
Asoka's successors failed to profit by his policy of "Gonquest, 
not by war but by religious truth." They took the sword and 
perished by the sword. The next centuries tell a re eA ge OTy * 
Scythian, Parthian, Mongol, Hun, Arab, Afgan, Turk - wave,of in- 
vaders streamed thru the north-west passes. 1186 A. De. is the 
date usually given for the beginning of permanent Moslem rule in 
Indiae The Mohammadans first came with the Arab invasion of 664 
put they did not stay. Mahmud of Gazni made 7 or 8 distinct 
plundering expeditions. He especially delighted in the breaking 
of images and the robbing of Hindu temples. Timur was the most 
cruele Outside of walls of Delhi 100,000 prisoners were slaugh- 
tered, according to the invader, for"military reasons" and a huge 
pyramid made of their skulls. "Countless infidels were despatched 
to hell" another Mohammedan despoiler boasts. Hindus were common- 
ly offered their choice of death,tribute or conversion. The weaker 
ones joined Islam by the thousands. But there were countless _ 
reartyrs whose names are not recorded on earthly books. Many Hindu» 
women, were forced into harems to bear Moslem children. Arab 
traders have immigrated into all parts of India and many have been 
ardent missionaries. Islam's freedom from idolatry attracts some. 
Its brotherhood of believers makes it a boon to meny of the de- 
pressed classes. Its simple creed draws some who are weary of the 
endless ritual of Brahmanism. All these things have contributed 
to the spread of Mohammadanism in India till now it numbers 
70,000,000 adherents and is still growing more rapidly than the 
population though much less rapidly than Christianity. 


Long before Akbar's day Buddhism had disappeared in the land 
of its birth. Or rather we should say that is was absorbed by a 
revived Hinduisme No act of kindness or teaching of gentleness 


ever dies. All thru India the effects of the Buddhist teaching 
are apparent though the name is gone. But revived Hinduism of- 
fered what Buddhism sadly lacked, a personal worshipable god. 

Siva and Vishnu are the names commonly applied to the object of 
the modern Hindu's worship. 10 incarnations are claimed for 
Vishnu. The first ones were animals. The mythological heroes, 
Rama and Krishna, are worshipped as the 7th and 8th incamations. 
Buddha has been placed 9th in the Pantheon. @ 10th incarnation 

is expected. Some followers of Gandhi are saying that he is the 
long expected incamation of Vishnu. Some students of the Christ- 
ian scriptures among the Hindus are saying that Christ should 
have this place. In urging this they really are showing their ad- 
miration for him. The thought of calling Christ an’ incarnation 
of Vishnu seems repellant and dangerous to us. But some thoughte 
ful Christians of Indie are saying, "Let Hindus have Christ. Let 
anyone have him. The name by which they worship him is immaterial 
just so that they worship him. In his clear shining light the 
lesser incarnations will fade and disappear. And the so-called 
Vishnu incarnated in Christ will gradually become the loving 
Father whom we know Jesus! revealed. We joy in giving Christ to 
individuals and nations. God first gave him to Judaism. Shall we 
hesitate to give him to Hinduism"? But our hesitation will make 
little difference. Hinduism will turn to him as surely as the 
blossoming sun-flower turns to the rising sun. 


The Pheavad Gita was in Akbar's time and still is the most 
widely read book in Indias Like our gospels it is printed in 
cheap editions, sold for a few pennies and available most any 
where. Like many books of sacred scriptures it is the compil- 
ation of many minds thru many years-e Inconsistencies in its ef- 
fort to harmonize several philosophical systems are evident. 
Careful analysis reveals a developing thought leading up to a 
lofty height. To give it more authority it has been inserted in 
the middle of India's great epic, the Mahabarata. The Bagavad 
Gita has been called "The Autobiography of Hinduism" and "The cry 
of the Hindu for an Incarnate Savior." Let us glance at one of 
its leading incidents. Arjuna, the chieftan, finds himself about 
to engage in battle. On the opposing side are many of his friends, 
some are close relativese Naturally he draws back and says to 
Krishnan, his name for God, who has appeared as his chariot 
driveri- tote 

I yearn not after victory, neither efter dominion nor pleas- 
uré. What good have we in dominion, My Lord? In joys or in life 
itself? I will not slay these though they kill me, dread Master: 
No not for dominions over the three worlds - how then for this 


earth? 


Krishnan replies: "Thou art grieved for those who need no 
grief, yet speakest thou words of wisdom. They that know, grieve 
not for the dead or the Living. He that dwelleth in each man's 
pody is forever indestructable, Therefore for all these creatures 


thou oughtest not to grieve, But if thou undertake not this righteoys 


contest, f#@hen by putting aside right and honor thou incurrest 
guilt. Accounting equal pleasure and pain, gain and. loss, victory 


and defeat gird up thyself for the battle. So thou shalt not incur 
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guilt. Thy service is in the work only, but in the fruits thereof 
never. Be not impelled by the reward of works, neither be attached 
to do no work. 


pe & man ponder things of the senses, attachment arises unto 
ese 


And from attachment is born desire, and from desire apringeth con- 
tent ioxi. 

But if a man move among things of the senses with senses freed 
from longing and aversion, And swayed by the inner Self, he 
being self-restrained cometh unto serenity. | 
Committing all works unto me, with heart fixed on the etermal self 
Without expectation, saying not "This is mine" without erief, so 

gird thyself for the battle." 


; A preacher who proposed substituting the Gita for Levitiews 
in the Bible lost his demoninational head. Was it your church. 


When Akbar came to the throne the ancient Syrian Church was 
being battered and bruised by the first Christian missionaries | 
from the West. This Syrian Church of India is much older than . 
any protestant denomination. Tradition says that St. Thomas preach- | 
ing thru Arabia and Persia started this church in India. Apostles | 
from Syria nourished ite In Akbar's day it was a prosperous self- | 
governing church of 1/3 to + a million, entirely uncontaminated | 
by western dogma: and ritual. But its very prosperity and its | 
lack of evangelistic zeal had made it static rather than growing. 
While the Mohammedan Akbar preached tolerance let us note the 
lesson taught to India by the first Christians from the west.e 
Portugal ruled in south-west India where were the headquarters of 
this church. Following the example of St. Francis Xavier hundreds | 
of Jesuit priests were pouring into India. Xavier wrote to the 
Portugeses king, "Every governor whom you send out should be re- 
quired to secure at least 10,000 converts per year." But converts 
from among the poor fishermen were easily won- Repeating a few 
sections from the catechism and submitting to a simple rite seemed 
to these simple folk a harmless way to win the good will of the 
rulerse 


But the Jesuits who followed Xavier felt called to bring this 
Syrian church - this wandering sheep - into the fold of Rome. 
First the Jesuits trained some Indian priests and sent them to 


inister to the Syrian congregations. But they were not entertaind 
‘Tene Then the nena bishop, Salied metropolitan was arrested and 


shipped to Rome where he disappeared. His successors were abused 
bribed and browbeaten.- But let us pass quickly over the black 
recora of the first lesson in Christianity taught India. Finally 
by intrigue and persecution a packed assembly Woted the Syrian 
Church into Romee Prosperity had sapped the courage that faces 
catacombs and arenas and the stake. When Portugal was ousted from 
India by Dutch and English half of the Syrians mustered courage to 
revolt from Rome and continue to day as the Jacobite Syrian Church 
with nearly half a million memberse Some years ago a group of ree 
formers withdrew and started the Mar Thoma (St. Thomas) Syrian 
church. It is progressive, evangelistic and in close fellowship with 
the modern Christian churches which are artsing all over India. 
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Moghul, the name of Akbar's dynasty, is Persian for Mongolian. 
In the 13th century under the Great Jengis Khan the Mongolian no- 
mads extended their sway clear across Asia» China paid them tri- 
butee Into Poland and Hungary they brought their devastation. 
"The best generals of the West were mere novices in the art of war 
beside the Mongolians" says He G. Wells. Nestorian and Syrian 
Christian missionaries were widespread thruout Asia at this time. 
In regard to a period somewhat before Jengis Khan, Gibbon says 
there were more Christians in Asia than in Europe and Africa. Do 
we Christians of the West realize how much Asia had been Chris- 
tianized before the rise of Islam? If so the greater our hunili- 
ation over the defeat it sustained. Why was Christianity defeated 
in Asia by the religion of Akbar? 


The Mongolians were sympathetic to Christianity. They prefered 


it to Islam. To make Mongolia part of the Kingdom of God might 
have appealed to them. But to make it part of the dominion of 

some quarreling priests in Rome was unattractive. Jengis' success- 
or Hublai Khan seems to have had a Christian mother and Christian 
wife. He admired Marco Pol@ and his kind. His great empire needed 
statesmene So he sent to Rome for 100 mene. Note his words. "Ine 
telligent men acquainted with the seven arts, able to enter into 
controversy and able to prove to idolaters and other kinds of folk 
that the law of Christ is best." Was any Macedonian call ever 
Clearer? Asia wanted 100 men who could give to its billion of 
people a reason for the faith that was in them. And Christ @andom 
answered by sending Pekin-ward two weak-kneed Friars who were 
swallowed by the whale of fear before they were well started. But 
a layman, Marco Polo, went on to needy Nineveh and delivered the 
message of Christendom = a bottle of oil from the sepulcre at Jer- 
usalem. “Send us 100 Christian statesmen" called Asiae "Burn 
this oil in your bed room" muttered Christendom. And Asia became 
Buddhist in the Bast, revived Hinduism in the south , and in the 
west turned to the path of the prophet of Islam. 


While Mahayana Budhism was saying "Follow the gentle Buddha 
and revived Hinduism was saying "Worship Krishnan" glance at the 
creed of Calcedon- This was formulated by the Council which de- 
liberated there in 451, formulated to unite the disputing sections 
of the Church and win the world:- "Christ is perfect in God-head 
and perfect in manhood being truly God and man. He is of reason- 
ahle soul and body consubstantial with the Father as touching his 
God-head and con-substantiam with us as touching his manhood - = = 
acknowledged to be in two natures without confusion change, di- 
vision or separation." But doctrines about diety never saved any-= 
onee And confusion, change, division and separation are exactly 
what resulted in Western Asia till Mohammed came with his clear- 
cut call, "There is one God Allah and Mohammed is his Prophet." 
Islam won because it was a better religion. Its simple creed and 
its brotherhood of believers triumphed over the confused creed and 
quarreling sects of a Christless Christendom. Christianity failed 
in Western Asia because in disputing about the nature of Christ it 


forgot to live like Christ. 


Please note three captures of Jerusalem. (olen BY Che Arabs 
under Omar, brother-in-law of Mohammad. WNo bloodshed. Christians 
undisturbed in their temple worship. (2) by the Christians, the 
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Crusaderse Says the Ency. Britanica, "The slaughter was terrible 
the blood of the corpses ran down the streets until men splashed 
in blood as they rode. At nightfall ‘sobbing for excess of joy' 
the crusaders came to the sepulcre and nut their bloodstained 
hands together for prayer." (3) By Sal@din the Moslem Kurd. No 
bloodshed. When we see the Turks burn aid outrage the helpless of. 
Symrna, an inexcusable crime, let us not forget the lesson of 
atrocity which we Christian crusaders taught them. 


The zenana system of India is a constan® reminder of Moslem 
untrustworthiness. The immorality of Mohammadan invaders was so 
notorious that Hindus of North India were compelled to protect 
their women-folk by shutting them in inner rooms of their houses 
and by covering them face and all whenever they traveled. It isa 
prison system forced on the women of India by the lust of men. 
Among the poorer classes the zenana imprisonment is fortunately 
seldom found. But it is common among the middle classes especially 
where the Moslem population is strong. And among the rich, even 
when there is no excuse for it, it seems the fad to travel "Goshal, 
that is hidden from masculine eyes. Denied fresh air and exercise, 
no wonder the death rate is 33% higher among these gosha women. 
Better protection and higher moral standards are helping to remove 
this veil which too long has shut out the sunshine for Indiay woman. 


Just after Columbus discovered America, Baber, A Turkish chief- 
tan descended from Jengis Khan the Mongolian Emperor, fled into Af- 
ganistan and soon made himself master. It was easy for Baber to 
conquer north India for it had long been a prey to petty quarrels 
and longed for a strong hand that would bring peace . Akbar, his 
grandson, came to the throne when but 12 years of age and actually 
administered if from the age of 18. His was not a peaceful reign. 
Intrigue at the center and uprisings at the circumference of his 
extensive empire kept him often on the war path. At its greatest 
extent his empire included all but the most southern section of 
present day India and it included more to the north. 


Akbar was robust in physique, swam any impeeding rivers as 
he marched, personally led the attack, But unlike most of his pre- 
decesors in India he was merciful to the conquered and never in- 
flicted cruetybeyond what he considered the needs of war-e Akbar 
had no hesitation in carrying on ware Yet after his presence on 
the battlefield was no longer needed he withdrew to give his time 
to more constructive work, always with instructions to practice 
no cruelty on the captureé@. This quality stands out in pleasing 
contrast to the spirit of revenge and "destroy the infidel" so 
commonly met among Akbar's co-religionists. 


Akbar's effort to alleviate the hardships of women is es- 
pecially commendable. The Hindu custom of encouraging, almost com- 
pelling the widow to sacrifice herself on the funeral pyre of her 
husband he resisted. Once he rode 200 miles in two days on horse- 
back to dissuade a Rajah from forcing his son's widow into this 
cruel death. He forbade the marriage of girls before puberty 
though such a law he foadodine =n difficult to enforce... And 
he permitted the remarriage of widows. One wishes that there had 
been more condemation of. the harem and the zenana, put Akbar seemed 
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to miss the wrongs to women imposed by Islam. Pandita RamaBai 

in visiting the marble palace built by one of these Moghul rulers 
has stated that what stayed in her memory was not so much the 
grandeur of the marble towers but the harem dungeon and gallows 
deep below. Considering this we must credit Akbar with much earnest 
effort on behalf of women through we might have expected more, 


In education also Akbar's aim was high, but he had little 
help. It is reported that he himself could neither read or write. 
The best educated Hindus, The Brahmins, were primarily interested 
in keeping education within their caste. The Mohammedan teaéhers 
did not want general education, they only wanted the Koran memo- 
rized and its intolerance and hatred of the infidel ingrained in 
Moslem youth. Akbar did start and endow many schools.- But he did 
not give a general educational system to India, nor has it yet 
been eve Akbar did not think in terms of the common people. Few 
kings do. 


Akbar's system of administration and revenue is remakable for 
his agee Much of his scheme for taxation and for the division of 
responsibility the British government has continued. King George 
is today known in India by Akbar's title, "Kaiser-i-Hind." This 
great Moghul had friends and called to responsible office peovle 
of all races, castes and creedse "Because the ruler happened to 
be bom a Moslem is no proof that it is therefor true for all man- 
kind," Akbar very tolerantly stated. His effort was to build not 
a Moslem or a Mongol or a Turkish kingdom but an Indian kingdom. He 
knew that this called for the best brains of all the peoplee Would 
that modem sultans understood as well that "in the multitude of 
counsellors is wisdom." 


Akbar was modest in his pleasures and most careful in planning 
the use of his timee We are told that he slept but three hours 
per day. Certainlyvafter tending to his many administrative duties 
he kept time fpr art and literature and religious study. The most 
impo rt ant Sanskrit works were translated into Persian. Majestic 
puildings of marble were erected which would be more famous had 
they not been surpassed by such buildings as the Taj Mahal, built 
by Akbar's grandson Shah Jehan. These Moghuls were master build- 
ersWhen one looks on the grandeur of their workone can not but 
think of the noble thought in which their works were conceived. 


A Thursday night Open Forum was an innovation of Akbar's day. 
‘Two brothers, sons of a learned free-thinker and Akbar's most 
trusted friends were leaders in the discussion. A frank expres- 
sion of opinion was encouraged. Representatives of varied schools 
of thought were invited to the discussion. 


But most unique of all Akbar's efforts was his calling of 
a "Parliament of Religions." Max Muller calls him the first stu- 
dent of comparative theology. Representatives of all the reli- 
gions of his empire were invited to Delhi to help him work out 
a religion which might win the support of all his subjects. This 
inscription for a temple written by seban' sce geeas minister, Abul 
Fazl, reflects the thought of the emperor, "0 God in every temple I 
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ligion Says thou art one without equal. Sometimes I frequent the 
Christian cloister, and sometimes the mosque. But it is thou whom 
I search from temple to temple. Thy elect have no dealings with 
either heresy or orthodoxy; for neither of them stands behind the 
screen of thy truth. Heresy to the heretic, and religion to the 
orthodox, But the dust of the rose-petal belongs to the heart 
of the perfume seller." But Akbar's thought was greater than the. 
eto - aS all dreams must be. A recent copy of the In- 
ian Review says, "The most admirable aspect of.Akhar's rule was 
his attempt to introduce the spirit of toleisbibn th stan abodte? i 
the Kaffirs (Hindus). He rightly attempted to found a cosmopolitan 
religion which was to have the advantage of not loosing what is 
good in any religion, while gaining whatever is better in another. 
The Din-i-Ilahi was the result. This divine faith is almost im- 
possivle to define. We have Shiah Moslems and Sufi Moslems claim- 
ing Akbar. The Hindu, Parsee, Jain nay even the Jesuit and the 
Theosophist likes to claim the Emperor as his own. Akbar has been 
called "too religious to profess any form or creed and too positive 
in intellect to conform to a positive belief." 


But the "Dévine Faith" was never accepted by the vneople. It 
failed to attract the Hindus and it displeased the Moslems. Only 
one high grade Hindu became a desciple of Akbar. The Rajputs re- 
fused one and all to be initiated. Though doubtless new sympathy 
and better understanding came from this parliament, an acceptable 
religion could not result. Moslems were especially insistent on 
the supremacy of Mohammed to all other prophets. Worst of all were 
the Jesuits of Goa who were so sure that only they had the truth 
that the tolerant Akbar indignant at their intolerance drove them 
from his court. These Jesuit fathers had been invited to the ¢« 
court in this letter, "To the Chief Padre, in the name of the Iord, 
the letter of Jabal-ud-din Mohammad Akbar, King, by the Hand of 
God=---= know that I am well disposed toward youe I am sending my 
ambassador and an Armenian Christian,the interpretergwith the re- 
quest that you will send me two learned Fathers and the books of 
the Law and especralty She posed.” Akbar received the Bible reverently, 
kissing it and ge a 5 he gospels to his heart. He visited the 
Jesuit Chapel, ordered a copy of the Madonna for his own chamber. 
He went to mass but significantly reproached the father, "Youpte 
and drank and you did not invite me." 


But Akbar's argument and persuasion could not budge the Jesuits 
from their position which was in essence - take all of Rome or none, 
Fin@ly the Jesuit leader, with some truth but more erypy denounced 
Akbar to his face for using religion as a servant of imperial policy 
Even then Akbar remained friendly and gave them a safe conduct homey. 
but he was done with such a profession of a monopoly of truth. 


Akbar died at 63 after 45 years of active administration. He 
died amidst the vrayers of his chief mullah, i.e. Mohammadan teach- 
er, so it wauld seem that the faith of his childhood was strongest 
in his heart. He died too entreating forgiveness from any whomhe 
might have offended. But his death was saddened by the intolerance 
of his son, who once had rebelled put had been forgiven by ae 
father. Akbar had taken the Moslem crea off of the coinage, ie: 
son restored it. Akbar had annulled all legal sanctions even tor 

the son restored the penalties 


ices ordered by the Koran, : 
ioe Pe rieatendds Akbar had removed the poll tax which Mohammedan 
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conquerors usually impose on conquered infidels, the son re-imposed 
ite The son, too, struck dead Akbar's beloved counselor the author 
of the inscription we read, yelling, in Tennysons, words, “Hast thou 
brought us down a new Koran from Heaven? Art thou the prophet? 
Cant thou work miracles?" Akbar's bigotted great grandson Aurane- 
Zib so strained the loyalty of his Hindu princes that they rebelled 
and overthrew his empire. When Buddhism was gone revived war in 


India brought fearful massacres,( o~ ' \, When Akbar was gone x 
revived intolerance brought the overthrow of the tynasty of the . 
Great Moghuls. a: 


What is Akbar's Message to our Day® "There is one God and 
the Emperor is his Vice-Regent." This was the creed formulated by 
Akbar's Parliament of Religions. Mohammedanism has always been 
a strong protest against the divided God which Christianity has 
too often been guilty of perpetrating. "How long since your God # 
died?", -Christians are still twitted in India. Have we Christians 
not put far too much emphasis on the Trinity? Man too has a tri- 


> 

une nature but we don't forever talk about it. Had we avoided 4 
this emphasis which so easily confuses backward peoples ; 
there might have been no Islam in the world. : 
Furthurmore the Jews thought Jehovah belonged to theme Akbar x 
would say, "The Christians think God belongs to them. What matter .3 
whether his name be Allah, or Vishnu, Siva or Jehovah." Are we hy 


tolerant enough to grant that the thousands who call him Krishnan are 
to call "Our Father"? "The Emperor is his Vice-Regeht" This is a 
bigger doctrine than the divine right of kings, it is that of the 
divine obligation of kings, and Akbar so accepted ite Of many a 
comparatively good Moslem ruler we read, “He reserved his favors 
for those of his own faith." Not so Akbar as he thought of his God- 
given obligation to all. But are not you and I also Vice-Regents of 
God,dévinely anpvointed to rule our bodies, our minds our machinery, 
and the nature about us, all of which, Dr. Swain reminds us, are 
instruments of God. 


"Tn the clash of opinions truth emerges." Akbar would hawe 
whole-heartedly endorsed thisexpression. He wanted to lead his 
people toward a unity of belief, but he was wise enough to exclain, 
"Why should I claim to guide men before I myself am guided?" He 
applied this to moral conduct, holding himself to few pleasures, 
little sleep, little wine, and self-imposed tasks. But he also 
applied it to intellectual life and insisted on keeping his mind 
ever oven to truth. But pity the people who are afraid of arguments 
such as one who said "Dr. B is such a fascinating speaker that I'm 
afraid I might be lead to believe what he teaches." None so blind 
as those who will not see! None so pitiful as he who imprisons his 
mind. Choosing to stay in his own little yard - and we must grant 
that there are beautiful flowers there - he misses the call of the 
mountains, climb to the heights, breath deep of the joy of freedom 
to think. If our opinions are afraid of argument are they worth 


keeping? 


Akbar showed how one can differ in opinions yet still love 
the persone We must not confuse opinions and personality, cute 
tures and peoples. We can condemn the one and still love the other. 
Akbar welcomed those who dared to differ. Does our world need this 
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message? Here is an answer clipped from a recent publication:- 

_ "The first sewing machine Howe put on exhibiton was smashed to 
pieces by a mob. Every engineer in the country called Westinghouse 
a fool. In 1842 bathing in a tub was condermed as a corrupting 
luxury and denounced by the medical fraternity. An inventor was put~ 
in the asylum for saying that he could transfer the human likeness Ae 
vo a tin plates Scientists prove d the long range gun an impossi- ‘“¢ 
bility while Paris was being bombarded. In 1828 the Lancaster Ss 
school board recorded in its minutes, "People gre welcome to ug¢ x 
the school house to debate all proper ues Tondifand rank tntided- 
ity. There is nothing in the Word of Cod about them. If God had 
designed that his intelligent creatures should travel at the fright- 
ful speed of 15 miles per hour, by steam, he would have clearly 
foretold thru his provhets. It is a device of Satan to lead im- 
mortal souls down to hell.’ 

"The church should keep the thinkers within its fold. Fools 
deride. Philosophers investigate." “Prove all things. Hold fast 
in that which is good." 


"Let there be no compulsion in Religion." This hardly sounds 
as though taken from the Koran but it ise One of our privileges 
is to hold people of other faiths up to the best in their sacred 
scripturese Akbar stood whole-souled against any form of compulsion. 
Circumscision was postponed until the age of 12 that there might be 
freer choice. Government presure in favor of any faith was re- 
moved. His harshest words were,the preachers of Islam and priests 
of Rome because they used compulsion. 


A brief glance in closing at tolerance in India. We can sum 
it up in three sentences. There is too much tolerance of immoral 
conduct. Did you read of the colored brother who rose in prayer 
meeting and said, "I'se told lies, I'se beat my wife; I'se got drunk 
ain't neber done, I ain't neber lost my religion." Though India 
is strong on religion she has failed to link right conduct to it. 
Then India has been intolerant of those who violate caste or creed 
ritual. <A Mohammadan may rape or kill infidels and meet little 
condemation at home. But let him change his creed and often his 
life is sought by his own family. Hindu sons similarly may do most 
anything except neglect the ceremony prescribed by caste law. But it 
is encouraging to find that leaders of all religiovns are seeing 
this misemphasis and urging the spirit rather than the letter of 


the law. 


But India has always been tolerant in permitting freedom of 
belief. One of the rules of Tagore'ts school is that no one may 
speak disparagingly of another's faith. Dr. Bose publishes of his 
Research Institute, "It is open to all the world, free to all 
races, men and women alike." 


We must admit in shame that intolerance of belief in India 
has largely come from the outside. First the Moslem, then the 
Jesuit, then some protestant missionaries who are inexcusably nare- 
row in their dictatorial dogmatism. In regard to the required study 
of the Bible in Mission schools there has been much discussion. 
A Conscious clause providing that in all schools aided by govern- 
ment, boys who conscientiously object to religious teaching may 
withdraw for that period, provided there is no school near for 
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them to attend has been passed law in some of the provinces. What 
should be our attitude? Shall we continue to make Bible study 
compulsory in our schools, letting students exercise their option 
by going to another school? A fine Hindu editor has written, "For 
our part we hold that the innate nobility and beauty of the life 
and teathings of Jesus are such as to commend them the more to men 
of all religions the less there is of compulsion in the methods of 
their propogation. The more Christian missions concentrate on 
Christ the less will they find compulsion helpful to their mission 
in this land." This question is very real among Christians of In- 
dia. There are arguments on both sides. But I find myself in- 
clined to believe that even in our mission schools the study of the 
Bible should be optional. 


In closing this study of Akbar and Tolerance we must all of us 
have a taste of Tennyson's superb poem, “Akbar's Dream." Referring 
to rictual and sacrament Tennyson puts into Akbar's mouth these 
wordss-= 


"And what are forms? 
Fair garments, plain or rich, and fitting close 
Or flying looslier, warmed but by the heart with- 
in them, moved but by the living limb.- And cast 
aside when old for newer-forms3 
The Spiritual in nature's market-place,=~= 
The silent alphabet-of-heaven-in=man 
Made vocal - banners blazoning a Power 
That is not seen and rules from far away. 
wee we mem eee neem meee And serve that Infinite 
Within us, as without, that All-in-All and over 
all the never changing One And ever changing 
Many, in praise of Whom 
The Christian bell, the cry from off the mosque, 
And vaguer voices of Polytheism 
Make but one music harmonising, "Pray." 


Finally the Dream itself and may the 
western race of Akbar's Dream be true to Tenny-~ 
son and as tolerant as God himself! 


"I dreamed that stone by stone I reared 
a sacred fane, 
A temple, neither Pagod, Mosque, nor Church 
But loftier, simpler, always open-doored 
To every breath from heaven, and Truth and 


Peace 
And Love and Justice came and dwelt thenin. 
But while we stood------<<<= I watched my son 
And those that followed, loosen stone from 
stone, 


All my fair work; and from the ruin arose 
The shriek and curse of trampled millions, 
even aS in the time before; but while I 
groaned, 

From out the sunset poured an alien race, 
Who fitted stone to stone again, and Truth 


———————— 
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Peace, Love and Justice came and dwelt therein, 
Nor in the field without were seen or heard 
Fires of Suttee, nor wail of baby-wife, 

Or Indian widow; and in sleep I said 

“All praise to Allah by whatever hands 

My mission be accomplished!" 
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1V PANDIATA RAMABAI AND "OTHERS" 


In this our 4th study of Indian leaders we shall give our ate 
tention to Pandita Ramabai. As she is the only woman among the 
seven leaders selected we shall try, in this study, to victure 
to ourselves the life of the women of India. RamaBai means "De-- 
light-Giver." Her father, by,the wery name he gave her showed 
that he wanted his daughter's 1ife” "Others." And we shall take 
as the subject for this study, "RamaBai and "Others." 


In our first study our thought was on tolerance in India. We 
noticed that intolerance refuses to give to "others" that same 
freedom in belief and conduct which we claim for ourselves. The 
Moghul empire in India fell because it was intolerant of the be- 
liefs of others. The great grandson of Akbar, unlike Akbar, en- 
deavored to force the Moslem creed on others and ruined his king- 
Gom.- Of all the western nations, possibly excepting the U.S., 
Britain has been most tolerant, always insisting on freedom in re- 
ligion. Hence she has been most successful as a colonizer. 


But Britain was led to India not for the sake of "others" but 
to make money for herself in tradee A disturbed country was not 
conducive to trade, so the British East India Co. hired troops, 
took sides among the warring states, and gradually extended its 
rule to include most of India. Brahmin, Moslem and Sikh mission- 
aries might preach as they pleased but because Christian mission- 
aries working for others, might interfere with trade they were 
hampered and even refused admission. Carey, though an Englishman 
must flea to Danish India to begin his great labore. The Company 
wanted no disturbance of its trade. "Safety to trade first," was its 
motto in all its policies. When the Hast India Co. found that mis- 
sonaries were useful in diplomacy and in training bookkeepers and 
translators it became more tolerant, selfishly tolerant. Said a 
native Rajah about Swartz, a missionary from Germany who had been 
conducting negotiations for the Comvany, "Send me the Christian, 
he will not deceive me." Carey too was called to teach in the 
government college at Calcutta. 


The reaction to the extension of the power of the British 
fast India Coe came in 1857. There were many causes for the India 
mutiny but most of them were due to the lack of thought for the 
claims and sentiments of "others! After the mutiny the British 
Parliament assumed the government of India and stated its recog- 
nition of its responsibility to rule for the benefit of the peo- 


ple. 


But even in these later days the old desire to get rather 

than to give has too often cropped out in Indian administration. 
Shall we look at one example, cotton? India raises a large amount 
of cotton, more than she needs, and, before the advent of the Brit- 
ish, made her own cloth. But the Lancashire weavers went after the 
Cloth trade. They bought Indiats cotton, made it into cloth with 
their big looms and could undersell the Indian weaver. India saw 
her great cloth-making industry slipping from her. The logical 
thing was for India to levy a duty on imported cloth which would 
protect fey industry at least until modern weaving looms could be 
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introduced to compete with Lancashire. But the British trader 
did not think of "others." He was interested not in the right 
thing but in the profitable thing and thru the British Parliament 
he forced his will on India. When the duty on imported cloth did 
come later, an equal excise was put on Indian woven cloth. When 
India protested the British representatives answered almost as 
bluntly as this. You must accept, we havethe force. Thus Bri- 
tain I fear taught India a lesson in selfishness. 


However no Britisher would dare say that today. Times are 
changing. One can point to scores of acts which show that the 
British Parliament has come to feel its obligation to bring peace 
and progress to India. Selfishness dies, not easily. And the 
British trader will still try to dictate government, policy. 
Against prohibition in India he is putting forth strenuous efforts 
just now- But India mistrusts his kind and he will not succeed. 
The policy of the missionary who seeks profit in contented lives 
and changed character is gradually coming to dominate Parlaiment. 
Were this not so England's hour of need in the recent war would 
not have found a loyal India. Let America similarly make sure 
that her policy to Mexico is not dictated by oil-seeking commer- 
Cial mene. Our hour of need must not find a mistrustful neighbor. 


With the diminishing financial profits which Britain is se- 
curing from her trade in India, there is a new danger from a new 
selfishness. Many Britishers, especially of the Labor Party, are 
saying, "India is an expense rather than an income to us,™ let 
us clear out." The interests of self" took Britain to India. May 
the claims of “others" determine the time and method of the with- 
drawal. 


About the time that RamaBai was crowned "Sarayathi" goddess 
of wisdom, Queen Victoria was crowned "Empress of India." Though 
many of the reforms affecting the women of India would have come 
regardless of who was on the throne, the personal interest of 
Queen Victoria stimulated the officials in India to their best 
efforts in this needy field of service. The forward movement has 
been slow for India is incorrigably conservative, but it has been 
steady. 


Sati, the burning of widows on the funeral pyre of their hus- 
bands was abolished by law in 1829. The Indian Reformer, Ram Mogan 
Roy, the Scottish missionary, Duff, and the British Governor, Lord 
Bentick co-operated in strenuous effortto abolish this cruel cus- 
tom. It is a good example of how thege three forces, Reformer, 
Official and Missionary, work hand in nand for India. The Chris- 
tian from the West, be he official or missionary will today find 
many non-Christian Indians who are eager to banish customs built 
on falsehood. There is abundant opportunity for co-operation and 
it is co-operation which developes fellowship. Let me illus-e 


trate: 


One day a letter came to my desk asking me to serve as joint 
commissioner for Boy Scouts in the District. This movement is 
spreading rapidly in India. In our district are 50 to 40 troops. 
This letter was from a British official who had been deputed to 
supervise the Boy Scout work for South India.- The Joint Commis- 


sioner to serve with me was a high caste, Brahmin lawyer. So many 
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Brahmins are self-seckers that I confess to a prejudice arising 

in my mind against him. It was nearly a month before I called at 
his home. He was out. I left my card. Next day he cycled 3 miles 
against the monsoon wind to our home. In the frankest way we for- 
mulated our plans. I learned how much time and money he was giv- 
ing gratis to the Scout work. He knew far more about knot-tying, 
camp=making etc. than did I. Knowledge chanced that first sus- 
picion into respect. Then the Hindu lawyer and the Christian Mis- 
Slonary co-operated in starting new troops, raising money, con- 
ducting scout-masters training camps etce When the Prince of 
Wales came to our capital, my coll eague rose from a sick bed and 
came to the station to look after the comfort of the 400 scouts 
who were to bear our greetings to the Prince. A few days before 

I left India, with an American friend, I visited this Joint Com- 
missioner. He called in a Brahmin friend and Scout official. 
While we four talked over the future of Scouting in our District 
his pretty daughter served us with tea and cakese I can't ade- 
quately.tell you what it means for a Brahmin to eat with a foreigme- 
er- Most Indians will not eat with their wives. Most Brahmins will 
not eat with those outside their own little sub-division of the 
caste. ut to eat with a beef-eating American! Next to inter- 
marriag 4 is the last step in breaking up caste. The joy we 
Americans felt at being taken into the family in this way was 
real. Do you wonder at the real brotherhood we feel with a man 
like this Joint Commissioner? And that we missionaries are on the 
watch for opportunities to co-operate with Hindu Reformers? For 
co-operation opens the door of fellowship. , 


And so as we come to Ramabai's times we find many forces 
working together to remove the burdens from Indian women. Yet 
truth demands that we look into the Law of Manu and know the at- 
titude of orthodox Hindus toward womene One day the highest class 
in our Normak school read the story of Geraldine, a story quite 
popular in India. These students compare in intelligence with 
college Sophomores. The story centers around the many things such 
as the pretended murder of his children which a king did in order 
to test the loyal obedience of his wifee When she had endured all 
uncomplainingly the king restored his wife to her queenship. "Do: 
you think the wife did right in submitting to all this tyranny, ee 
asked. No negative answer was heard. “Should a wife not protest 
when she thinks her husband is killing her children? "A wife's 
duty is to serve and obey" was the answer. “Shall a wife choose: 
God's will or her husband's will when they plainly cross"? "To a 
wife her husband is her god" came the prompt reply from more than 
one Hindu. 


The Law of Manu is not considered binding by the reformed Hin- 
dus.e But the orthodox, - and the mass of Hindus are orthodox,- 
still claim it to be authoritative. When a bill to raise the age 
of consent from 12 to 14 was introduced in the legislature the Law 
of Manu was quoted against it and it was defeated. When a bill 
permitting inter-caste marriages and making the children of such, 
legitimate, was introduced orthodox Hindus fought it tooth and nail 
often quoting the Law of Manu against it for they know that the 
passage of such a law will undermine Hindusm. But Manu like Moses 
must go before a greater light. The handful of Indian reformers 
like Gandhi and Ramabai are the thinkers, the Magi, to whom the 
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star of Bethlehem has been revealed, though they do not always 
recognize the source of the protest which they preach. 


i Tiruvalluvar, the Tamil poet, says of a good woman, "Bowing 
not before the gods but before her husband." Ramayana has this 


squeegee ke the shadow to the substance, to her lord is faithful 
W Cie 


The following quotation is from Manu:- "Though destitute of 
virtue, or seeking pleasure elsewhere, or devoid of good qualities 
yet a husband must be constantly worshipped as a god by a faith- 
ful wife." It is not considered polite for a wife to ever mention 
her husband's name. A man's name was Suppue Because it sounded 
so much like her husband's name this good wife would not use our 
South Indian word for salt, Uppu. 


Polygamy is not common in India. Ordinarily a man has but 
one wife. But if that wife has no son, it is quite common to take 
a second wife, for every man feels he must have a son to carry on 
certain required ceremonies after the father's death. Manu says 
"A barren wife may be superseded in the 8th year; she whose child- 
ren all die in the 10th; she who bears only daughters in the 11th; 
but she who is quarrelsome without delay." The practice in regard 
to a second marriage varies much with varying castes. 


Here are a few proverbs often quoted: "Educating a woman is 
like putting a kn#@fe in the hands of a monkey. Say woman and even 
a demon will have pity. What is the poison called nectar? Woman." 


But we must turn to Ramabai's life. 


Pandita Ramabai was born in a forest retreat in 1858. Her 
father was a Brahmin and a scholar, widely versed in Sanskrit lite 
erature. Custom forced a 9 year old wife upon him. But the father 
like many a great soul, rose superior to the sacred texts he 
studied. He took his little wife as tenderly as @ father takes his 
daughter, to a forest retreat to educate her while he pursued his 
studiese The law said, "The Sacred Vedas shall not be taught to a 
women." "They shall be taught to my little wife," answered the hus 
pand who was showing to his girl-wife that same kindly thought for 
"others" rather than for self for which his daughter became so be-= 
loved. The relation of middle-aged husband and girl wife is far 
from our ideal of married companionship. A middle-aged man cannot 
marry unless he marries a girl. Custom does not permit a widow to 
remarry. There are practically no unmarried women in India over 20 
years of age, except the handful in college who have defied ridicule | 
for the sake of education. So the marriage of an old man of 60 to 
a girl of 15 is not uncommon. Sometimes it leads to strange in- 
congruities such as the case in one village where en old man ap- 
pointed his grandson by a first, to be the guardian of his children 


vy a second marriage. 


But child marriage is a terrible crime forced on girlhood, by 
cruel religious custom. The law provides that co-habitation shall 
not take place before the girl is 12 years of agee But nobody be~ 
lieves that this law is obeyed. To these girls the responsibility 
of motherhood comes with puberty. They have no youth but go from 
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girlhood to wifehood. Do you wonder that their babies do not 

have a fair chance for health and that infant mortality reaches 

a Startling figure? In some cities half of the babies die before 
they are one year old. Today hardly anyone will defend the child- 
marriage custom yet again and again one sees the little girl brides 
dressed in their jewels and all unconscious of the crime custom is 
committing against them. But as long as the custom continues one 
can find no more touching picture of consecration to it than that 
of Ramabaits father tenderly teaching his little @irl-wife. 


I can't refrain from mentioning another case in which a great 
souled Mohammedan in his thought for "others" rose superior to the 
law of his religion. The fanatical lMohammedan Moplahs two years 
r= Wexe) started a rebellion and began to forcibly convert, and burn 
and kill. An English planter was fleeing from their butchery on 
his motor cyclee In his side car was his Mohammedan servant. Eut 
cut-down banyan trees blocked the road and the pair was caught. 
The bodies be-headed, were found together, the Mohammedan's on top 
plainly trying to defend his master. "Destroy the infidel" says 
the servant's Koran. But the deathS$eene bore mute and mighty test- 
imony to the fact that even a Mohammedan will at times refuse to 
desert his infidel friend, and in his defence of others, rise far 
superior to the law of his religion. Thus it was in Ramabai's 
forest home. 


Ramabai was the youngest child. The family lived on the gifts 
of those who came to study with the learned Brahmin. Pandit. Pandit 
means scholar. Pandita is the feminine form. Pandita Ramabai is 
the Sanskrit way of saying Ramabai, summa cum lauda.e Hindu custom 
requires much entertaining. Many a man has gone in debt for life, 
because of the héavy entertainment bill of a wedding. Even in their 
forest home the entertainment of visiting friends kept Ramabai's 
family poore But it was the famine that struck the fatal blow. For 
11 days the family had eaten only grass and roots. The father 
started to drown himself in a sacred tank, that he believed would 
not be suicide. He was old and blind. As he bade his family good- 
bye he came last to his youngest. Stroking Ramabai's hair and 
feeling of her face he said, “Remember my child you are my youngest 
my most beloved: I have given you into the hands of our God. You 
are his, and to him alone you must belong, and serve him all your 
life." The son could not see his father thus perish and decided to 
swallow his Brahmin pride and go to work. But the parents were 
weakened by their hardship and did not recover. 


With her brother, Ramabai tramped across India to Calcutta. 
The hardships she endured én the forest dwelling and on this dreary 
pilgrimage, especially the sleeping on the damp ground, were the 
cause of deafness in later life. Arriving in Calcutta she revealed 
to the scholars there such unheard of knowledge of the sacred San- 
skrit literature that they gave her the title "Sarasvathi," "God- 
dess of Wisdom." Her brother died and Ramabai at 22 years of age 
was left alone. She married a Hindu Reformer by civil rite. Both 
of them were too advanced to submit to an orthodox Hindu marriage 
ceremony. Besides, this was an intercaste marriage condemned by 
Manu e et Pees bgt a-ha sweet joy of motherhood with Manoramabai, 
"Hearts Deliga as the rec@pient of the mother's love. But yet 
again did bereavement tear her heart. The widowhood it brought 
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and the closer sharing in the heartaches of India's million girl 
widows determined her life work. The friendless widows were the 
"others" to whom her life was dedicated. ‘Child widows were the 
first ones admitted to the school which years later she started. 


Ramabai was so famous and so unorthodox that she hardly need- 
ed to clip her hair, remove her jewels and dress in the plain 
white which distinguishes the Hindu widow. All her life she dared 
to differ from what Hindu custom ordered for women. It was not 
lack of courage that prompted her to conform to cruel custom. But 
her simple sincereity would not let her appear to be deceiving, she 
must be known for what she was, a widow. Also she could serve 
other widows better if she shared in the marks of their shame, $09 
she did and even when touring in America wore the short hair and 
whitesaree of widowhood. 


Do we realize what widowhood means in India? The widow - and 
sometimes she is a mere girl - is held responsible for the death 
of her husband. B se of her sin in a previous existence, be- 
cause of her uno eette of which she knows nothing, her husband 
has died. Is not she a murderer? Let her keep our of sight, save 
to do the dirty drudgery in her mother-in-law's home. She is an 
impure thing, so too often the men force their impurity upon her. 
Now ner touch is polluting. Now sight of her is disastrous.- In- 
capable of knowing right she must be driven like the cattle. Thus 
@ Slave and worse than a slave many of these girls of India come 
to an early grave, unbefriended in life,unwept in death. Often 
she is too young, almost always too ignorant to protest against 
this terrible injustice. Sadest of all is the fact that most of 
these widows accept this degradation as if it were deserved! For 
the sake of "others" Ramabai shared in all this shame. 


We must hasten on to other events in Ramabai's fruitful life. 
Here and there about India she travelled with her baby, “Heart's 
Delight," her high scholarship making her welcome in spite of her 
widowhood. She talked to women, addressed groups of men about 
women, and organized women to work for women. "Let us educate our 
daughters instead of giving them in early marriage," this was her 
constant messagee She hesitated not to fearlessly condemn the Law 
of Manu and showed its results on the womanhood of India and thru 
them on the manhood. 


The income from the sale of her book, "Morals for Women" paid 
Ramabai'ts expenses to England and a post as teacher of Sanskrit 
supported her while there. She studied also in Cheltenham. Ladies' 
Collece.e In England she was especially attracted to the service 
rendered by those who conducted rescue homes for “ “oa women. 

The religion of the women who rendered such a service was the last 
argument needed to persuade her to openly ally herself with the 
Christian Church. She and her daughter were baptised in the Church 
of England in 1883. Her thought for "others" took her to the 
places where consecrated women similarly worked for "others" and 
here she was won to Christ by the devoted service which alway Seeuy= 
crops from the true Christian life. Would that we could say the 
‘game thing for all Indians who come to England and America. But 
even in our Universities the unselfish are so few and the selfish 
competitive so many that I tremble to think of the effect on the 
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Indian students. An American teacher in China stated that among 
the Chinese students who come to U.S. there are more who loose 
their Christian faith than are won to it. An Indian student who 
had been contemplating coming to America brought a newspaper one 
day which told of a lynching in one of the southem states, "They- 
will take me for a negro, I'm not going to U.S." We Americans in 
India are proud of our country and we delight to sing "America the 
beautiful, God mend thine every flaw, Confirm thy soul in self 
control, they liberty in law." But truly we think twice before we 
encourage our college boys to come here. For every college environ~ 
ment which America throws about these oriental students is not 
permeated by the thought of "others." 


The graduation of a cousin, Mrs. Joshee, from the women's 
Medical college, Bhiladelphia, brought the Pandita to the U. S. 
Here she lectured, studied kindergarten methods and wrote textbooks. 
Her outliving of Carey's alogan, "Attempt great things for God, ex- 
pect great things from God" won the attention of missionary America. 
The Ramabai Association was formed to finance her plans for a 
school in Bombay. This Association was commendable in caring not 
for the denomination or nationality of the leader but only for her 
consecration and for an income in changed lives. It has been both 
loyal and liberal in standing back of Ramabai's schools. May the 
support continue to be just as hearty though now the leadership has 
passed to other hands. 


It was in 1889 that Ramabai opened her school in Bombay. An 
Indian lady presided at the dedication exercises, the first time 
in history that such a thing had happened. Later the school was 
moved to Poona and then to the ample compound at Kedgeon. Grad-= 
ually the work and workers have grown until the visitor today would 
find a High School mainly for widows, a Refuge home for fallen 
women, an industrial institution where girls of all castes can sup- 
port themselves, a Printing Press, an institution for the physical- 
ly and mentally defective, etc. The total number of girls studying 
has reached as high as 1900 but now is about 1,000. 


Early in her educational career a severe trial came. The 
school was unsectarian. There was no Bible study. Perfect free- 
dom of worship was permitted to all. Yet it is natural that some 
of the girls should be attracted by the gospel of their new mother. 
When some of these were baptised there was an outbreak against the 
work of the school. Justice Telang and Professor Bhandarkar re- 
signed from the advisory board. They evidently had thought that 
unsectarian meant non-Christian. Handbooks attacking Ramabai were 
circulated. The girls were threatened and some withdrew. But 
Ramabai serenely held to her policy of no compulsion in religion, 
no refusal to those who wish to change their religion. On the 
other hand some supporters claimed that the school was not zealous 
ly evangelistic. Again Ramabai patiently persuaded them that re- 
religion is caught, not taught, and that there must be no undue 
influence on the religion of the girls at Mukti. Thus thru many 
a vroblem this frail little woman with the power of perfect poise 
has held unswervingly to the path which she considers right. And 
results seem to have vindicated her policy. 
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Once more.was Ramabai to face bereavement. Her daughter had 

been finely trained and graduated from a Teacher's College. She 

had relieved her mother of many responsibilities. The daughter had 
the desire and the ability to continue the work when her mother, 
now deaf and failing, should hear the call "Well Done." But is was 
not SO to be, for the daughter, never very strong, died in an op- 
eration. The mother appointed an English lady who had been a col- 
keague to be her successor and very soon rejoined her daughter, her 
Heart's Desire." It would have seemed fitting to have had an In- 
dian lady to continue as leader at Mukti. Ramabai has sent out 


pres to lead other important educational ventures. But she knew 
CSU e 


Some years ago in College there studied an attractive and tal- 
ented girl. She became sick and went with her mother to a mountain 
homes Some time afterwards her friends were shocked to hear of her 
death. Then came a letter from her mother which read something 
like this:- My daughter was sleeping sweetly one afternoon. I 
lay down to rest in an adjoining room. There came to me a vision. 
It was more than a dream it. was wondrous clear. My girl was climb- 
ing the grassy slopes of a hill, singing and dancing and gathering 
flowers. "Oh I'm so happy and free I'm so happy and free" she 
sang and beckoned to me, "Oh mother I'm going to be with Jesus. 
Mother you'll come too wont you? And tell my brothers to come. And 
tell all my friends to come. ZI'm so happy and free" and she 
gathered white lillies singing up the grassy slopee When I arose 
and went to my daughter only her outworm body remained. But I 
can not grieve, knowing my daughter 's joy. As she asked me to tell 
all her friends to come I write this letter to you." Like this 
beautiful passing, was that of Ramabai's. “Others first" while 
she lived. Thoughts of others while she died. 


Near the close of her life Ramabai loaned her name to a move- 
ment which I am convinced she did not fully understand, for it 
fails in thoughtfulness for others. When we see a person who is 
filledwith vigor and vim we are ant to accept his rules of health. 
Most of these are probably right. Some may be wrong but still not 
have effected health. Health is a far bigger thing than any phy- 
siology book. True religion is spititual health - and it can not 


pe ,coyf i o,any treatise,gr, system t heolgey- Ramabai was so 
rithclte cette he nd the ag 5s BREE ot" (erate for spiritual 
health + of the group with which she came in contact. Most of those 
vules are true one is not, I think. Just before I left India I 
received a letter which briefly summarized said, "We are organiz- 
ing a Bible League in Indiae We feel the need for an organization 
which will stand by the word of God. Will you join? We believe 

in the infallibility of the Scriptures, the deity of Christ, the 
second coming, etce Then followed a list of 25 names of supporters 
of the Bible Leaguee I knew only the first name, Pandita Ramabai. 
I wanted to sign the membership card for I believe in the Bible 

as the infallible record of a developing consciensness of God, and 
I believe in the Deity of Jesus and of all the sons of God, and I 
believe in his second coming and in his daily coming. But I threw 
it in the waste basket. For I know what the Bible League has done 
to confuse and divide China. Consecrated zealous people they are 
I'm suree But some have allowed their zeal to eat up their faith 
that God is guiding people of other opinions also, their hove for 
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a better world and their charity for those who refuse to be bound 
to their interpretation of the Bible. They neglect the freedom God 
gives to "others" and that's why I'm sure Ramabai in her failing 
years did not understand the divisive dictatorial methods of some 
whose zeal and sacrifice deserve a better cause than that of mak- 
ing our Word of God into a Law of Moses. 


But what is Ramabaits message to our Day? All thru her life 
like a golden thread ran the thought of "others". "Others, others" 
sings out from every page she has written. Glimpse into her 
school. Here are motherless babies needing a bath-Ramabai'ts hand 
is not too tired. Outcaste children are dying in the famine-Ran- 
abai'ts feet which have tramped thousands of miles, seek them and 
bring them to her school, even though it had previously been limited 
to high caste girls. Blind girls are groping for light- Ramabai's 
money builds them also a school and her loving touch enlightens 
their souls. Girls are fallen in sin and ashamed of the daylight, 
Ramabai- risks her life to seek them amidst the curses of the dens 
of vice and gathers them to her heart and home. Widows are haunted 
by shame and fear- Ramabai opens wide the gates of Mukti, (Salva- 
tion) "Come unto Him who is enthroned in the lives of the people 
of Mukti. Some weeks age a U. S- Senator said, "They say we ought 
to cross the water and help England bear Europes burdens. But we 
have enough burdens of our own, I don't believe in bearing other 
peoples! burdens." I should like to hear our frail little heroine 
say to his kind, "Bear ye one another's burdens." ; 


The newspaper which calls itself the largest newspaper in 
America published a cartoon representing Uncle Sam with his family. 
Pointing to his fleet he says, "My family is safe." The next day 
they should have pictured burning Smyrna and asked "Who will see 
that these families are safe!" And how appropriate the next day to 
have pictured Ramabai and her daughter gathering her family of a 
thousand girls and saying, "Friends from America have helped to 
make my family safe." "Others" "Others" may Ramabai's message ring 
in the soul of America till we accept all of our God-given re- 
syonsibilities. 


It is not easy for a man to stand courageously against the 
wrongs of custom especially if this custom has a religious sanction, 
It is doubly hard in India. It is trebly hard for a woman, still 
harder for a widow. Yet incessantly did Ramabai lecture and preach 
arainst the Hindu Law even though hissed and hounded. Manu told 
®Widows to hide,® Ramabai went on the public platform. Manu said 
"Dont cross the sea," Ramabai went far overseas. Manu said "Don't 
educate women", Ramabai educated them by the hundreds. Manu said 
"By a girl, by a young woman or even by an aged one, nothing must 
be done independently even inher own house Ramabai independently 
managed a big institution. All honor to anyone who dares to adiif er 
who refuses to worship the god of "Every-body-is-doing-it, but who 
geeks divine guidance from God in his soul and launches his message 
in the face of any counter wave or storm. "Lo, before us gleams her 
campfires, we ourselves must pilgrims be, Launch our lMayflower and 
steer boldly thru the desperate winter sea." 


vet with all her fearless denunciation Ramabai had, as her 
colleague has written, "A grace and charm in every act". A merry 
heart that did good like a medicine, 2 gentle grace and a patient 
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poisee These charms lightened many a burden for self and others 
and turned many a rebuffer into an admirer. "Whatever she did she 
did with delightful accuracy. Whether she corrected proof or fed 
&@ baby or listened to a bore she was exquisite." : 


When Ramabai and Monoramabai met each evening for family 
worship the door was never closed. Timid huncry souls and brave 
o'erflowing souls alike gathered by the score to hear Ramabai read 
the Bible and pray in her own room each evening. This open door 
policy lost much non-Christian support for the school but the 
Pandita refused to close the door. This was one of the most pre- 
cious hours of the day to her. For here there was real heart- 
searching and here she could with special freedom point "others" 
who were thirsting, to him who is the living water. Like Ramabai 
may we never close the door on others who desire to seek the Sa- 
vior with us. And may we have our times for quiet communion. And 
may our family worship enlarge our capacity for spiritual values. 


Shall we give our closing moments to the thoughts of "Others" 
in India? Here again our very subject seems paradoxical for 
"Others" are far too little thought of in India. Her philosophy 
even condemns some forms of service as interfering with God's plan 
of punishment. Here is a leper, born such because of sin in a 
previous exixtence, this is God's punishment, should we try to 
alter that discipline? Moreover the sadhu, the ascetic has been 
India's thought of the highest kind of piety. The meditator is 
superior to the servere The ascetic beside the road superior to 
the doctor who hastens by on a mission of healing. 


However the family and caste systems of India do help to de- 
velop thoughtfulness for the group rather than for self. In the 
joint family, wages go into the common purse. Land isheld for all 
the family. The family chooses the wife for the son, for she be- 
comes a member of the whole group. In almost all acts the member 
of this joint family must think, not of self, but of the whole 
family's needs and this is well. Similarly in many things the 
caste members act as a community. This is especially true of so- 
cial and religious customs. Caste meetings, caste conferences, 
cate decisions in social and religious matters are very common. 
The Nadar caste of South India recently decided on a great caste 
strikee They voted not to give any money to Hindu temples unless 
the ban on admission of Nadars to such temples is removed. In 
fact they threaten to all become Christians and build a church 
with the offering money which is accumulating in their chest, Hin- 
dus beware! This action is significant as a revelation of what a 
group may do. United caste action explains the mass movements in 
Indias Outcaste groups come to the Christian church not by in- 
dividuals but by whole villages. And they come in such numbers 
that Missions are having to refuse baptism to many until they can 
secure teachers to train theme The need is not to destroy caste 
action and cate loyalty but rather to enlarge it until it includes 


all mankind. 


Like Ramabai, India has largely learned the art and joy of 
service from the West. Shortly after the Pandita's death a men- 
orial meeting was held in Bombay. I shall close this study with 
an extract from an address delivered at that meeting by a Hindu 


centleman, Mre Thenge:-— 
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"I am proud of my own religion and philosophy, how beautiful 
and grand they are. Yet how is one to account for the existence 
under them of the diabolical caste system, of social tyranny over 
the depressed classes, of vice, indifference? The theory is there 
without the practice. Practice belongs to the Christians who are 
now our teachers and guides in this respect. They teach us how to 
practice love and charity by their own example." 


"We Indians ought to be very thankful to that Breat lady, 
Pandita Ramabai, for administering relief to our own girls and 
women, providing for them happiness and comfort. But for her what 
would have become of these poor helpless creatures, our own kith 
and kin? We left them to die and they were saved by Christian 
charity. Is it not strange? Our own kith and kin whom we have 
wilfully neglected are as safe or perhaps more safe under that re- 
ligion than our own. Our untouchables become quite touchable to 
us as soon as they become Christians. What a magic wand Chris- 
tianity is 1%" 
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V SADHU SUNDAR SINGH AND SIMPLICITY. 


a The four Indians whom we have thus far studied are not now 
living. The remaining three, Sundar, Gandhi and Tagore are liv- 
ing- Sundar is the youngest, being but 33 years of age, the same 
as Jesus at the time of his death. Sundar comes from a small re- 
ligious sect called the Sikhs. Most of the so-called Hindus of 
California and British @olumbia are not Hindus but Sikhs. They 
can be distinguished by the fact that they never cut the har or 
wa wear a turban, and have as a last name Singh, which 
means lion. 


Sikh means disciple, thereby revealing the dependence of the 
group upon the Guru, i.e. the Rabbi or the teacher. In the his- 
tory of Sikhism there have been 10 gurus, but the last of the 10 
refused to appoint a successor saying, "Let the Granth (the sacred 
book of Sikhism) hereafter be your Guru." 


The contact of two religions has in more than one case pro= 
duced a new religion. Modern Hinduism is a cross of Brahminism 
and Buddhism with some cruder polytheism thrown in. Primitive 
Christianity took much from Judaism and the mystery religions all 
purified by the spirit of Christ. Tagore calls Akbar a product of 
the blend of Hinduism and Mohammadanism in India. Islam has 
helped Hindus to dismiss idol-worBhip and to seek one God. Ram 
Mohan Roy, the father of the Rennassaince, was born a Hindu but 
studied in a Moslem University and preached the best of each re- 
ligion.e On the other hand Hinduism has tended to soften Mohamma- 
danism.e Nowhere are Moslems more tolerant than in India, though 
they are still far from as tolerant as they should be. Witness 
this proclamation by a fanatical Mohammedan chieftan posted dur- 
ing a rebellion in South India, "The Christians are not idola- 
trous. They are a people of a book like our Korane Don't molest 
them.. But the idolatrous Hindus are intolerable, convert or kill 
them." But on the whole the Moslems and Hindus have lived together 
about as peacefully as have the whites and blacks of America. One 
can not but hope that a religious tolerance will spread from the 
"0 million Mohammedans of India to Arabia and Turkey. 


The meeting of Hinduism and Islam gave birth to two influen- 
tial religious leaders. First was Kabir. Tagore has published 
the translations of his poems. Let me give a sample expression 
from Kabir who was a poor Mohammedan weaver when he came under the 
influence of a Hindu reformer. 


"Turning away from the world I have forgotten both 
caste and lineage, 
My weaving is now in the infinite silence. 
My heart being pure I have seen the Tord: 
God can not be obtained by offering one's weight in gold, 
But I have purchased him with my soul; 
By my devotion God came to me as I sat at home." 


But greater than Kabir was his disciple Nanak, the founder 
of Sikhism, and a contemporary of Martin Iuthur. Nanak stood 
against caste and idolatry and urged direct communion with God 
"Thou 0 man, hast got the invaluable blessing of human birth. This 
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is thy chance to realize God directly and be at one with him,He 
that pervades the universe also dwells in the body. He who seek- 
eth shall find him. I was struck with infinite awe and wonder 
when I entered the region of direct God consciousness. The Divine 
Spirit ebbed thru and controlled my hands, and my arms. All lower 
activities ceased to exist, and all fear of punishment passed 
AWAY» The Infinite love embraced me all round, and controlled my 
activities." Nanak certainly had a real experience of God and 
preached a religion of brother-hood and truth-seeking and love 
j Gop: stood above the two religions of which Nanak was a joint proe- 
et. 


But like many a religion Sikhism has lacked the living power 
to hold it ever to a forward movement. Caste has again and again 
returned like a poison. The Granth, its sacred book, has been in- 
stalled in place of the Hindu idol. Sikhs prostrate before it. 
They place it on an altar in the front of their temple. It is 
fanned, dressed in silken cloth, put to bed at night. Peace and 
Salvation comeé thru endless repnititsons of the name of God. 


But the Sikhs have many good qualities. They are strong of 
body and brave of heart. They are friendly, welcoming anyone to 
their temples and homes. They are tolerant and truth-seeking as 
compared with Hindus and ifoslems. At their temple in Stockton, 
California, it was a delight to find on the reading table, appar- 
ently one of the most used books, the New Testament. They are 
evangelistic and growing, though they have failed to make any real 
impression on India as a whole- They stand fourth among the re- 
ligions of Zadmas regards number of adherents with about 3,000,000. 
The last Guru changed them into a martial clan and led them to 
fight the Moslems. He added the surname Singh, (Lion) to their 
names. They were the most gallant foes whom the British met as 
they conquered India. Ever since they have been loyal. There 
bravery probably saved India to Britain during the mutiny and they 
furnished some of the best fighting men for the Allies during the 


world war. 


A group of Sikh revivalists, called Akalis, have been much 
in the lime light on account of their non-violent campaign to re- 
cover their temples. Centuries ago the tolerant Sikhs allowed 
pious Sadhus (ascetics) of various persuasion to live in their tem- 
ples. Thru long years the families of these Sadhus, now called 
Mahants, entrenched themselves in the land and income of the Sikh 
temples and refuse to be ousted. Many of them are degraded 
grafters. The government insisted on possession being dicided by 
law, but government was stupidly slow, it often is in a democracy. 
The zealous Akalis were too eager, the law's delay they could not 
understand. They wanted justice and wanted it at once. To prove 
their right of possession they began to cut down timber in the 
temple grounds. The Mahants summoned police who beat back the 
zealots. Day after day 100 Sikh volunteers came unarmed to gather 
wood. Day after day the police beat them back till all were dis-~ 
abled, many unconscious. The Akalis wanted justice. The police 
wanted lawe Both sides were right. Yet here was a pitiful ex- 
hibition of stupidity such as India too often must witness. Per- 
haps it illustrates what Tagore meant when he said, "The British 
rule in India is perfect, too perfect, inhumanly perfect. It runs 
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with the perfection of a machine, and like a machine lacks ability 
to conform to human need for variation and sympathy." But this 
pitiful spectacle illustrates another quality. The Sikhs have beeh 
a martial race. They were some of Britain's best soldiers in the 
great war. They are strong and brave and deserve the name they 
apply to themselves, Lion. But at these temples, to win their 
rignts they suffered without the Slightest retaliation or violence, 
ae ‘2 them even unto death. Truly the lion shall lie down like 

@ lamb. 


Not many Sikhs have become Christians, partly because their 
own religion has much of truth, partly because they are a compact 
group acting together, and partly because with all their tolerance 
the opposition has been strong. But the,few who have become Chris- 
tians have often been outstanding leaders such as Sadhu Sundar and /*<, 
Singh of whom President Harrison said after he heard her speak, "If 
I had. given.a million dollars to missions with no. other result 
than the training of Miss Singh, I should consider the money well 
spent." 


Sadhu Sundar Singh's parents were wealthy and devout Sikhs. It 
is significant that 6 offZ% selected leaders of India were from rich 
homese Buddha was the son of a chieftan, Sundar of a landlord. 
Asoka and Akbar were sons of kings- Gandhi and Tagore are sons of 
wealthy high-caste leaders.e Perhaps India's stress on the unimpor- 
tance of material wealth will help many to rise above the fetters 
of treasures on earth. Sundar thought much of his mother and once 
said, "A mother's bosom is the best theological college on earth!" 
She always held before him as the ideal life that of the Sadhu, the 
"Holy Man." Her death when Sundar was 14 unquestionable helped to 
accelerate his search for peace. 


When he reached 16 this hunger for peace grew very insistent. 
In a country where there is less thought of things to distract, and 
where shrines and "holy men" are constantly reminding one of the 
abiding values in religion, and where one drinks in the spirit of 
renunciation and meditation with the mother's milk, this longing on 
the part of the 16 year old lad is not strange. Sundar memorized 
the Gita with its message of disinterested activity,- right for 
right's sake. He read in the sacred Sikh Granth, "Train thy mind 
to be above the temptations of the world though still living in 
the thick of the fray, and thou shalt find the key to direct Divine 
knowledge." The Koran, too, he often read,- "Believers are they 
only whose hearts thrill with fear when God is named, and whose 
faith increaseth at each recital of his signs, and who put their 
trust in their Lord; who observe the prayers, and give alms." Sun- 
dar knew the Bible also. He had studied it in a Mission school. 
But he believed it wrong and defaced and burnt it. Christians he 
mistreated, threw stones at them. But his study of the Bible and 
of how Christians endure persecution must have impressed his sub- 
conscious mind. Yet all his study of religions brought no peace. 
Salvation is not in a book. 


Sundar'ts hunger for contentment and peace became Quite un- 
bearable. One night he could not sleep. Desperately he prayed, 
"O God! if there is a God, wilt thou show me the right way orfIshall — 
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pa he i myself." And God heard. There is no unanswered vrayer, 
' though sometimes the answer is wise and merciful beyond our ken. 
God answered by sending a vision of Jesus and an everlasting peace 


of soul. That midnight came Sundar's enkightenment and it has ever 
dominated his life. 


When Sundar's conversion was known the father was indignant’ 
But argument, bribe, and persecution failed to move this boy of 16. 
"I had changed a life of exteral luxury and inner misery for ex- 
ternal hardship and inner peace. I dared not revert" 'Twas well 
that the boy did not eat the food given him as he was-sent away in 
banishment from the home, for it contained poison. All kinds of 
persecution Sundar has known but it has but strengthened his soul. 
Faith thrives on persecution, in ease it scarcely can operate. 


Sundar at once adopted the mode of life of a Hindu "Holy Man" 
oF Sadhu, and has followed it these 17 years. He lives by the 
gifts of others, as do the 5 million ascetics of India. But where- 
as most of these 5 million seek salvation for self, Sundar seeks to 
point others to the way of saivation. Sundar has no possessions 
save the robe he wears and one change, a blanket and a Biblee In 
America he wore a raincoat over his saffron robe to avoid curiosity. 
Like the master he often withdraws to the mountains to meditate. 
But most of the time he mingles with the common peopie, and preaches 
to any who will hear. When 23 years of age, in imitation of the 
master, Sundar attempted a 40 day fast. After a dozen days or so 
he lost count. Finally he was rescued by friends when too faint 
to move. He does not recommend such a long fast for others but he 
feels that his soul was purified thereby. Do you believe in the 
old Hebrew custom of fasting and praying? Sundar would say, "Try it 
and you will be purified and strengthened." There is an element in 
asceticism which our religious growth needs. Perhaps by holding 
Ourselves patient in the face of injustice, perhaps by claiming the 
right to forego a right, perhaps by forcing a smile from a throbe- 
bing head or an aching heart, yes and always by loving the unlov- 
able, we can learn the lesson which the Indian learns from his as- 
ceticism. By subdueing our impulses rather than by abusing our 
bodies let us learn the Sadhuts source of sviritual growth. 


Besides annual tours in Tibet, land of debased Buddhism which 
has travelled so far from the path of the gentie Buddha that to- 
day it is more intolerant than Turkey, Sundar has often taken trips 
to Australia, Japan, England and once visited the United States. 
His message is always filled with simple story. It ever points to 
2 living Christ. Mystic communion runs thru it. His best known . 
sermon is "At the Cross-" In it he points to three deaths, one insa 
sin and one for sinnerse But in the West the Sadhu was ever res- 
tive for the calm of Hindustan and the severe simplicity of a Sad- 


hu life. 


As some one has said, "Sadhu Sundar Singh seems to have step- 
ped out of the New Testament." He lives in New Testament times. 
With the advantages of such a mind there are some disadvantages. 
Sundar neglects the revelation of truth which comes thru perserv- 
ing, painstaking study. Some of his exegesis hardly seems credi- 


ble. He explains Jesus' prayer, "Let this cup pass from me," as 
———— 
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meaning that Jesus feared he would die in heart anguish in the 
garden and so miss the vrivileged death on the cross! However Suns 
dar is still young and has not had the advantages of certain 
studies. The fine thing is that he is growing. Great as his in- 
fluence now is, perhaps he will grow into the St. Paul of India. 


What is Sundar's Message to our day? In his teaching and 
writing Sundar uses parables as much as Jesus himself. At least a 
thousand original parables, I should estimate, are found in his 
sermons. Not only is the parable the most impressive way to con- 
vey truth, "it is truth", says Sundar. Nature is to him an open 
book speaking in parables. All life is speaking in parables. Par- 
ables are life. Religion i€ life. So parables are religion. Let 
us notice one or two of his simple parables. He compares some peo- 
ple in prayer to a heron standing for hourg ,in,the water, merely 
watching to grab something for itself. Againatorrents flom right 
along cutting their own coursese But on the plains canals have to 
be dug out painfully by men so that the water may flow. So among 
those who live on the heights with God, the Holy Spirit makes its 
way thru of its own accord, whereas those who devote little time 
to prayer and communion with God have to organize painfully." Or 
another parable on hardship:- "It is necessary for a child as soon 
as it is born to cry and scream in order that the breath may have 
free play to work out of its cramped up lungs; if it does not cry 
immediately it enters its new state of life, it must be slapped to 
make it do so-e So also with the slap of suffering and trouble, but 
with the truest love, God sometimes makes his children cry, that by 
the expanding of their spiritual lungs the breath of prayer may « - 
have its course clear, and that they may obtain new life and live 
forever." Perhapvns these are sufficient to show his use of the 
parable. The use is as constant as the message is simple. 


Secondly: Sundar stresses the need of direct revelation. If 
we don't understand something in life or in the Bible let us go to 
the author, the Holy Spirit, he says. Sundar studied for a while 
in a Divinity School, but he was not happy there, the methods were 
so different from his own. And he refused ordination inthe Church 
of England when he learned that such a sacrament would prevent his 
preaching in other churches. Though Sundar neglects book study 
he has chosen for himself the most important path to truth. Hear 
him, "The heart is the innermost part of our soul. It receives 
wireless messages from the unseen world. The head is concerned 
with visible things. It is the heart that sees and feels the heart 
of spiritual reality. Men may be specialists in the subjects to 
which they devote their lives, but in spiritual things they may be 
children. The man of prayer is the only one whose opinion is worth 
having in regard to religion. Mystics are the specialists in re- 
ligion." Sundar would like Tagore's expression, "My cup has been 
emptied, I must run for dear life to the one living stream I know 
that flows in the depths of solitude." Let me repeat Fosdick's 
statement, "Our supreme moral asset is our capacity for inspiration" 
Sundar believes this. Look at his simple sermons and see how much 
of his inspiration has come from direct communion. "I know whom I 
have believed! Not belief in precepts but in a person. Sundar is 
great primarily because of his capacity for inspiration. The value 
of meditation as preparation for inspiration is something that In- 
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dia can teach the West, most Indians think. If you should read 

in the morning paper that some college president had resigned to 
give his time to meditation about God you would be surprized. Yet 
something very comparable to this in a newspaper in India created 
little surprise. India takes time to meditate. 


Thirdly: Sundar believes in the compulsion of witness-bearing 
Ana for this he has chosen the most intolerant country in the world 
Tibet. He takes his life in his hand whenever he goes there, which 
he does each summer. For preaching in Tibet he was once thrown in 
@well to die among rotting corpses. After two days someone un- 
locked the cover, drew him out with a rope and disappeared. Sundar 
immediately started to preach again. The head Llama was afraid to 
again imprison such a mane Like Peter, Sundar dares to defy a 
whole Sanhedran and say,"I can not keep from witnessing". And he 
feels that ell Christians should be witness-bearers.- Has not every 
great religious leader trained a group of desciples and put them to 
work witnessing! I confess a feeling of concern for those churches 
which are tending to give less and less opportunity for witness- 
bearing in connection with church worship and work. Eecause a few 
santified souls have over-prayed at prayer-meetings or because some 
hypocrites insist on talking in Y.M.C.A. and Christian Endeavor 
meetings shall we let an important opportunity for expression be 
taken from those who need it? Better by far to live a truth than 
to talk it. But there is need for both. And are not those who 
fail to tell it apt to loose a truth they have gained? "They only 
are worthy of this college who, departing bear their added riches 
in trust for mankind" reads the motto on our gate. Just as truly 
might that gate say to us, "Share or shrivel." “Witness or with- 
draw". 


Here is a child dyine with cholera. You know some medicine 
which is a sure cure- Would you hesitate to tell! Many a soul is 
dying from the cholera of selfishness. You know the cure. Dare 
you refrain from tlling? Sundar is right. Witnessing is insep- 
artely linked with true Christianity. 


Sundar saw visions, like Paul, of the third heaven. Unlike x 
Paul he has often spoken of them. But it is not fair to quote ‘ 
them without 2 thoro knowledge of his whole message. Sundar tells ‘ 
too of many miracles and supematural deliverances. Once he prace- e 
ticea divine healing but gave it up. He recognizes that these 
things have detracted from rather than strengthed his message. Un- | 
due curiosity and excusable credulity have led Sundar to speak but 
little of the miraculous which once he often preached. Now he un- ‘ 


derstands Jesus distaste for the miraculous. "Divine healing : 
tured the thought of the people to me rather than to Christ, hence | 
T abandoned it," the Sadhu has reported. It has been one of the : 


curses of Buddhism that stories of the miraculous have hid the true | 
Buddha. It is unfortunate in primitive Christianity everywhere 

that stress on the miraculous has often tended to hide the truer x 
Christ. "Miracles are parables in action" says McCall. What is a xe 
miracle? Plant a seed and a big tree grows. That's not a miracle. 
Can we distinguish in eny such arbitrary way? All the world's 
miracle. "Barth's cramned with heaven and every common bush a flame 
vith God, but only he who sees takes off his shoes." Not less but 
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more of miracle, more of God. Not only Jonah but every man who 
flees from a God-given task will be swallowed by the monsters of 
oblivion. Not only Joshua but every man who works with God makes 
the sun stand still. More miracle! More God. 


But perhaps greatest of Sundar's messages to the world is 
that of a simple life and a simple message. Sundar possesses 
two saffron robes. When one is dirty he himself does the washing 
preferring the oriental way of pounding it on a rock. He also 
carries a blanket and a testament printed in his native Urdu, no- 
thing else. He has no possessions. He carries no keys, for his 
treasures can not be stolen. He eats anything he is offered pro- 
viding it is clean and wholesome. He is not a vegetarians. He 
travels by foot ordinarily. But he lets his friends pass him on 
by train or automobile if they wish. He seldom will make a speak- 3 | 
ing program in advance. He draws his inspiration and sermons not #f{ 
from books but from nature and prayer. , Did you ever figure how 
much time you spend each day in Phawa1hg” what you shall eat and y~ 
drink and wear? Fortunately some are kept so busy with thoughts % ; 
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that they have little time for things. But a great danger of a & 

life of leisure is that of drowning in things, things, while we -—3s : 
thirst for thoughts,- kind and true and beautiful thoughts. We oe 
must eat, drink and be clothed at least in this life. But are fy 9 


these not necessary evils? Or perhaps they are a means of dis- 
cipline for our real selves. Sundar would lay down for himself 
some such policy asyconducive to physical and spiritual, health. My 
basis of choosing these things shall be, "Which is most healthful 
and which requires least time and thought." Residence in India 
would, I believe, lead all of us to say about many of our country- 


men and women," "Martha, Martha, thou art troubled about much 
serving, choose the better part." Things are temporal, thoughts 
are eternal. We build our eternal lives with ideas-truths. May » 
we ~° take time, urges the Sadhu to gather the building materials 


for the eternal home of the soul, and may our gathe ring not be 
Clogged with the clatter and clutter of dishes and sewing and bric- 
a=-brac and with advertisements and accounts and files. These things 
may be neccessary for home and office but they are a menace when 
they detract from our main work, the building of personality for 


eternity. 


Not only simplicity of life, but simplicity of message we find 
in Sundar. The greatest truths are the simplest are they not? Read 
the sveeches of Lincoln, how simple, how superb! Is not part of 
the attractiveness of preachers like Gypsy Smith and Dwight lL. 
Moody the fact that their message is in simole languare full of 
illustration of, pe commonplace? In speaking to iiliterate Indians 
again and againgthat the commonest of illustrations from the home 
and field about the simplest of messages, "God is love" are most 
influentiale I wonder if you share with me a gratefulness for his 
message of a man like Dr. Swain? And what is it? Simply answering 
the query "What is God?" A working Spirit. “Where is God? Nowhere. 
Sundar Singh has preached a very simple Christo-centric gospel, yet 
now effective inits simplicity! Churches will not hold the crowds 


that gather when he speaks. The world wants a gospel as simple as 
7 1 tains. the stars, the mother's love andthe 

the flowers, the,mountains re ig + est we forget 

brother's care» “Judge of the nations spare us yet, 4 
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lest we forget," and start preaching on geneologies and milleniums 
and a bisected Christ and a trisected God. "By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples that ye" accept the whole 13 points 
in the creed? Never} "That ye love one another" How simple that 
test. How vrofound its outreachings! 


; Let us close with a word on simplicity in India. Food is 
simple, usually a one course meal twice a day. Higginbottom says 
he knows people who have their breakfast Monday morning their 
dinner Wednesday noon and their supper Saturday night. People 
eat with their fingers, there are no dishes to wash, no tables to 
set. Dress is simple; Nothing for the first several years. Then 
one garment for the women, a loin cloth and a shoulder cloth for 
men. No buttons, hooks and eyes. No sewing, no ironing. A garment 
is washed by beating it on the rocks. No soav-e No wash tubs. fur 
niture is simplee A matdoes for a bed. No need for tables and 
Chairs. Transportation is simole, travelers usually walk. Ox 
carts. carry goods. Yet railroads are Quite vrevalent- Pony carts 
serve for passengers in the larger cities. Often children learn to 
write by useing their fingers in the sand. The lives of leaders 
like Gandhi are undisturbed by a conglamoration of things about 
them. Yes, we know that there are disadvantages in few possessions. 
But great is the gain. May the complexity of Western civilization 
not rob India of her simplicity! 
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Vl. GANDHI AND SACRIFICE. 


_ TO day the face of India idturned to a frail little man in 
prison not many miles from Pandita Ramabai'ts school. He hardly 
weigns 100 lbs. His eyes immediately hold one, gentle and touched 
with sadness they are. He wears a rough cloth which he has himself 
spun and woven. Much of his time he spends in spinning and weaving 
cloth. A mat on the floor serves for both chair and bed. He eats 
@ Simple one-course meal twice a day. The jail authorities are 
ready to provide all that he needs but his needs are few. In his 
little box with his writing material and change of cloths are a 
Bible and a Bagavad Gita. He reads them every day. A few maga- 
zines are given him but no newspapers-e Once a month his family may 
visit him provided they agree to carry outside no message. Who is 
this man condemed to 7 years imprisonment for disturbing peace? 
Mahatma Gandhi, that is Greatesouled Gandhi, who still leads India 
though he has been in jail for over a year. A famous New York 
preacher, Holmes, says of him, "No man now living is“certain of un- 
iversality as hee Judged by the spiritual standard established by 
the prophetic souls of history, Gandhi must be regarded as the 
greatest man in the world today. Sheer power of versonality,deptn 
of insight, sweep of vision, purity of character, heroic devotion 
of ideals" place him foremost. 


What are the conditions In India into which Gandhi has brought 
his non-violent non-co-operative revolution? The larger vhases of 
government in India are good. There is peacee Justice is usually 
abtainable, in the courts. There is religious neutrality. Taxes 
are reasonable. Communication by vost, telecranh and rail is 
cheap and efficient. Villages and districts have a large measure 
of self-government. All legislative bodies have a majority of In- 
dians. On the whole the government is good. 


But there are many minor complaints which have tended to make 
the covernnent unvopular. At Amritsar a British general ordered 
210 minute fire on an illiterate unarmed mob which would not dis- 
perse at his order. Martial law may have justified it but moral 
law never! Half of the national taxes go for the military while 
Indians feel that schools are being robbed. Temperance and the in- 
troduction of weaving machinery have been discouraged by the domin- 
ant race. Revenue rather than right has been sought in the opium 
trade. Textbooks have been distorted to laud the British. Special 
orivileges such as carrying of fire-arms, jury trials, better com- 
ynartments on the railroads, etc. have been given to Europeans. Some 
of these complaints are minor but they voint to an attitude of mind 


u 


which grates on the Indian. 


There are also Anglo-Saxon traits which don't ease the situa- 
tion. We are speed maniacs. And in the crowded Indian streets we 
tend to forget the rights of the slow-moving veoples who lived 
there centuries before the invention of the automobile. We are im- 
patient when our will is crossed, and impatience is a cardinal sin 
to an Indian. We are quick to resort to violence with fist, gun 
and battleshiv. Outcropving in much that we say and do is an 
assumption of superiority. It is hard to define put one can see it 
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rey day, not only in India but in China and much of the Orient. 
ts ke bhis attitude the most fruitful cause of rece prejudice? 
Take up the white man's burden" says Kipling. "No, we'll bear our 
own burden" replies Gandhi. | 


The school system of India was planned primarily to meet the 
needs of government and commerce. It stressed English. It failed 
to stress character, art, music, and industrial training. Improv- 
ments are coming, but far too Slowly to suit the Indians. Many of 
the college students in their study of science and history written 
in western terms have tended to ape the westener. A college Junior 
was asked to sneak in the church of his home villace one Sunday 
morning. Instead of speakine in his mother tongue, he dissusting- 
ly tried to show his knowledce by vreaching in English and asking 
his young brother to translate! The schools have been far too En- 
glish and far too little Indian. 


The National Congress, an unofficial but influential, Indian 
organization startéd nearly 20 years ago has gradually become 
more outsvoken in its demands. It has unhesitatinely criticised 
the government. Today it demands complete home rule and last De- 
cember reaffirmed its commitment to non-violent revolution as a 
means to secure Home Rule. 


Un to the time of the Great War India had, in snite of the 
varied complaints, been an admirer of the civilization of the West. 
But the war certainly undermined that admiration. However India 
was surorisingly loyal, contributing more soldiers than Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand together. India's losses were double 
the American losses. This loyalty called for an important pronounc- 
ment from the British parliament. Home Rule within the Empire was 
definitely laid down as the goal for India, vrogress toward this 
goal to be as fast as India showed she could safely climb. Here 
was a volicy of great statesmanshiv, a generous promise of a s0vV= 
ereign nation to a subject nation. But the Nationalists of India 
would not accevt it. They disliked the assumption that this was a 
gift from Britain to India, "Home rule is their right, they need 
not take it as a beggar takes a gift!" The Reform Law which em-= 
bodied the vromised reforms gave India full control of certain de- 
partments, Education, Sanitation, Revenue, etc. But the National- 
ists wanted all- Moreover certain vetoes and other marks of mis- 
trust marred the Law many Indians felt. Hence large numbers have 
refused to vote, or hold office under the Reforms. 


In Hinduism reformers are coming to places of leadership. 
Many of the worst customs are disavvearing. But Mohamnadanism 
has hardly shown the same advance. Its leaders seem to have moved 
but little beyond the position of the founder. This progressive 
condition in Hinduism and rather static condition in Islam have 
tended to draw these creat grouvs farther apart. The outward 
unity which one sees in their common opposition to the government is 
hardly more than a vaneer- Outbreaks between the more fanatical 
of both religions are commone 


Christianity has been moving steadily forward. About 500 per 
day are added to the Christian church. Christian Missions and 


churches are esnecially welcomed by the outcastes and by the social 
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reformers. But three thines have tended to renel many sincere and 
thoughtful Indians. First, endless denominations. "Caste has been 
our age old curse, Don't give us caste with another name." Second 
Dogmatisme "India never has had and never wants creeds. Wo grouv 
has all the mononoly of truth" they say. Third, Foreien domination. 
The Church in India is for Indians. They have ne vrior right to 
decide the forms under which the Christ shall be worshinned and 
preached. The foreigner in the Church must serve under the Indian 
Church, not dominate it." Christ has not these same handicaps. 

The Christ-life as a standard has spread so ravidly in India that at 
& recent meeting of the Indian National Congress the President in 
his inaugural address, in speaking to 10,000 revresentative Hindus 
and Moslems not once referred to Hindu or Islamic scrinture or 
saint but 5 different times called on Jesus to testify. Once he 
read from Mathrew the trial before Pilate. To sum uv Gandhi found 
a good but unpovular government, an aroused nation, a reforming 
Hinduism and a leavening Christianity. 


In dealing with Gandhi's hife we shall have time only for 10 
Significant days in his 54 full years. 


1. At 19 years of ace leaving home to study in England. His 
father, orime-minister of one of the semi-independent native states | 
is ambitious for his bov and wants him to secure the best that Eng- 
land offers. His mother is so orthodox that she is alarmed, what 
might not her boy do in far away heathen England! So she calls in 
a Jain priest who administers a three-fold vow.e Gandhi vledges to 
abstain from meat, wine and women. 


2. Joining the Servants of India Society. Gandhi has finished 
his law course in the University of London and established a luc- 
rative vractice in Bombay. But he feels called to serve. To join 
the Servants of India Society founded by the great Gokha>le means 
that he must use in service all income save $15.00 ver month, write 
books, give addresses and in other ways serve the cause of social 
reform. ‘twas a significant day when the young lawyer choose to 
serve India thus. 


3. At 27% vears landing at Durban, South Africa. Gandhi had 
been in South Africa previously on a legal trip and knew some of 
the diSbilities under which the 140,000 Indians in South Africa 
suffered. He had spoken on these grivances in India. Now he was 
returning with some compatriots to labor for Indians in South 
Africa. the Buroveans in South Africa had read garbled re- 
oe ee Indian speeches. They awaited his landing with clubs 
and guns. Gandhi knows what an enraged white mob can do. it was 
an English lady who saved his life guarding off missiles with her 
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4. At 37 taking oath at Johanesburg not to submit to an un- 
just law dicriminating against Indians. This law fined many ie 
dians, kept them out of favored sectionsy made some of their ma. t= 
riages illegal. Indians fought it. When it was passed they felt 
they must resist though they knew that meant abuse, hunger, suffer- 
inc, imorisonment. Gandhi was in vrison often. He knows what per 
secution for righteousness sake means. 
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5 Hight years later the struresle was ended. Gandhi had won, 
20g fie announced the completion of the campaign. Let Prof. Gilbert 
Murray tell us what hanvened. "This South African story forms an 
extraordinary illustration of a contest which was won, or prac- 
tically won, by a policy of doing no wrong, committing no violence 
but simply enduring all the vunishment the other side could in- 
TLIct until they became weary and ashamed of punishing. A battle 
of the unaided human soul against overwhelming material force 
and it ends by the units of material force eradually deserting 
their own banners and coming around to the side of the soul." 


6. @t 45 years starting for the battle fields of France with 
an Indian ambulance corps. Mrs. Gandhi was with him. Often this 
corns was under fire. Gandhi received a medal which later he re- 
fused to keep. Wot because he is a coward is Gandhi opvosed to 
war and all violence. : 


7e At 51 years winning the endorsement of the Indian National 
Congress for his proposal of Non-violent Non-co-opneration as a 
means to win Home Rule for India. Gandhi knew the British in South 
Africa, England and France. Not unknowingly he argues thus before 
the Congress.= The West is dominated by competition, materialsim 
and violence. It has no claims to dominate India. Our path is dis— 
tinct. But let us not descend to the methods of the West and use 
violence. Let us use no weanons excent those of Truth and Sacri- 
fice. We shall break the connection by refusing to co-operate, we 
shall not vote, not hold office, not practice in the law courts, 
not send children to government aided schools, not accent titles or 
any kind of aopointments and, lastly, we shall pay no taxes. Let 
us take the stens gradually, whm we live un to one, take the next. 
Thus he argued and thus the Congress voted. Did ever a great party 
in a Christian country take such a step? 


8. The next vear it looked as if the Congress party might 
succeed. Government was certainly alarmed, almost desperate ~. But 
in carrying out the Gandhi-Congress provosal violence had broken 
our in 2a small wav in a few sectionse Should not this be overs 
looked? Was not the end, Home Rule, sufficiently important to pere- 
mit of a few minor violations of the program? No one who knows 
Gandhi will argue thus. To him no end justifies a wrong means. It 
was another significant day when as President of the Congress he 
sent out the order to stop civil disobedience until his followers 
could purge themselves of violence. Home Rule should not be 


Bought by violence. 


9. The day Gandhi spent with Tagore trying to win him to the 
Nationalist program was significant. The day Gandhi called Sadhu 
Sundar Singh and asked hin, "Why did you become 2 Christian®" was alse 
significant. But we'll take as a 9th day Gandhi's meeting with 
Evangelist Jones. "What can we do to make Christianity contribute 
more to the life of India?" asked Jones. Gandhi freplied, "I would 
suggest these four things. First: that you live more as Jesus 
lived. Second: that you don't try to adulterate or tone down your 
religion. Third: that you make love central. Fourth: that you 
study Non-Christian relicions in order to have a more symnathetic 
approach." Then they vrayed together. 
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10. Lastly we shall take the day when he was arrested. He has 
been imorisoned a dozen times. He never offers bail. Often he 
pleads for a longer sentence. He has even been know to furnish 
witnesses for the prosecution! When he expected this latest ar- 
rest Gandhi wrote, "If I am arrested there should therefor be no 
cessation of work, no noisy demonstrations, no processions. I 
would regard the observance of perfect peace on my arrest as a mark 
of high honor paid to me. Let the constructive work of the Congress 
go on withclocklike recularity and with the speed of the Punjab 
express. Remember the four pillars of home-rule; Non-violence; 
Unity of all Creeds; Totel Removal of Untouchability; and manufac- 
ture of Home-spun. ; 


I don't know but what my removal will benefit the people. 
First the suverstition of the possession of supernatual powers by 
me will be removed. Secondly belief that people have accepted Non- 
co-operation only under my influence will be disvroved; Third our 
capacity for Home-Rule will be proved by our activities in spite 
of my withdrawal. Lastly it will give me a quiet and rest which 
pernaps I deserve." 


ro 

Turning this fragmentary biogravhy let us summarize ten things 
in Gandhi's life which seem to be misconceptions and then ask for 
his message. 

1- Gandhi fears machinery as a master of men but undervaluates 
it as a servant of society. 

2e He condemns railroad and automobile travel as a breaker of 
homes but forcets it as an enlarger of life. 

3- He sees medical science as an encourager of dissipation 
but ignores it as a restorer and preserver of health. "I overeat, |, 
get sick, @o to the doctor, take his pill, get well, overeat again. 
But how about that oil which restores levers? 

4. He seeks to clothe India in home-spun, but while India is 
shivering and ashamed in her nakedness, lights huge bonfires of 
imported clothes. 

5. Has closed thousands of liquor and opium shons by pickete 
ing them and shaming the customers. But this is a temporary emo- 
tional way rather than a permanent educational way. 

6. Wants the schools Indianised but has driven thousands of 
school boys from aided schools to idleness. "Start your own 
schools and make them attract first," says Tagore. 

7. Aims at self-determination for India but lacks a construce 
tive vrogram. "Gnin and weave, spin and weave*® is too small a call. 
from the New Day to a New India. Home rule takes workmen to sweat 
statesmen to think, leaders to train, etc." is the substance of 
another Indiants criticism. 

8. Trains Indians to use the weavon of Non-co-operation but 
may live to see this same 2-edged weavon in the hands of the un- 
trained, rend his India. 

9. Has secured at least a veneer of national unity but ne- 
glects world unity. "We must master ourselves before we can serve 
the world" he says- “You will master yourselfs by serving" saysan- 

here 
oF 10. Gandhi would win by a disturbing revolution rathem. than by 
a patient evolution. And I think that Gandhi is failing in the 
revolution but splendidly succeeding in forcing evolution. 


What is Gandhi's message to our day? 
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1. <A suppressed class is a national shame- Wo one, not even 
the Christian missionary has felt the shame of the outcaste in In- 
dia more than has Gandhi. So in the forefront of his platform 
stands the removal of untouchability.- There are 50,000,000 of these 


outcastes in India. 


They are deprived the use of all temples, most 


wells and many roads. They are often serfs tied to the land. Their 
t ouch pollutes. Worst of all Hinduism tells them that birth as 
ai outcaste is punishment for sin in a previous existence. And 


they accept it. For unknown sin God has degraded them. 


what crimes are committed in thy name! Missioneries have been 

the pioneers in emancipating the outcastes. They have been the 
William Lloyd Garrisons, and the Wendell Phillips. But Gandhi must 
be called the Abraham Lincoln. He has made the whole country feel 
the need for freeing the outcaste. No leader in India would dare 
defend untouchability today. The reconstruction vneriod will be 
Slow *and vcainful but the death knell is sounded. The burial of this 


Shame is neare 


Other nations too have supvressed crouns which are a menace 
and great souls feel the shame. Gandhi helvs usp to feel, does he 
not, the shame of an illiterate group; the shame of developing dis- 
loyal groups of foreigmers in our midst; the shame of having a la- 


boring group with a 
"We are not fit for 


12 hour shift? Shall we not say with Gandhi, 
Mome Rule until we have removed the shame of 


the suppressed classes." 


2- We can hate the methods of a race while we still love the 
members of that race- "TI have only respect and love for the Eng- 
lishman but I hate his civilization", says Gandhi, "I would have 
every Englishman feel as safe in any part of India as he does be- 
hind his machine sun." His mind is absolutely free from all bit- 


terness against the 


Europeanse Even in South Africa where he 


fought them so valiantly they gladly gather to greet and honor him 
as aman and he them. Does the world need Gandhi's lesson, con= 
demm the policy love the personality? Can we hate the violent 
methods of the Germans and love the Germans.e- Can we hate the 
Slauchtering sword of the Turk and love him? Or to come closer 
home can we hate the deceit of some Javanese and still love them? 
The capacity to love the unlovable doesn't come easy. It takes 


the sweat of blood. 


Yas the thoughts of m 


But Gandhi has ite And we all shajl have by Bid 
en are widened with the process of,suns." 


3. WNoneviolent resistance is stronger than violent resistance, 


Fnis is not passive 
tions? I% is*active 
er in this. Not by 
a better resistance, 
prove your noint by 
violence is the law 


resistance. Gandhi reiterates that contradice 
resistance. Gandhi is one with a greater lead- 
smitine back, that would lead to a kick; but by 
by turning the other cheek. Be willing to 
showing a willineness to suffer for it. "Non- 
of our species, our spiritual species, as force 


is the law of the lower species." 

Non-violence is not new with Gandhi. Buddha taught it. Jesus 
lived it. Rut the world has little heeded. Perhaps it will not 
heed Gandhi. Occasionally one hears even among Indians notes of 
dissent as when a gcroun of Brahmin students at an Américan Univer- 
sity said, "You have to beat back hounds with clubs." Clubs of 


iolence for the British hounds! But the national Congress js still 
TN anane: Certainly it is true that Gandhi vas re Tazed the 


trail of non-violence. He has illumined it for all to see. And 
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he has persuaded a nation to accept it. Asoka's empire renounced 
war by the decision of the emperor. Gandhi's country has, at least 
temporarily, renounced war by the vote of the National Congress. 
Last December, with Gandhi in jail the National Congress reaffirmed 
this Gecision in the sacred city where Buddha saw his enlightening 
vision» Some times I wish our Congress could hold its meetings in 
different places as does the Indian Congress. I wonder what de-. 
cision it would make in Valley Forge. In the Garden of Gethsemane 
what decision? Would it vote for machines of violence and war? 
What did the Master mean when he said to his discivles "Take no 
sword" and later said "Sell your coat and buy a sword"? Did not he 
mean that the man who knows how to win by non-violence is the only 
man who can be trusted with the weapons of violence? Gandhi would 
point the world to the method of non-violence. All honor to any 
man in any country who will lead a war-weary world away from the 
disease of war. 


4. A nation's abiding message is not in material things but 
in spiritual thoughts. Even though he may have gone too far in 
condemning things, the emphasis is right. Calmmess, Gandhi would 
Say, is more important than speed; contentment more important than 
possessions; peace more important than mechanical power; self-con- 
trol more important than steam control; religion more important 
than culture. We build this material life on speed, power, steam- 
control, culture. We build an unending life on peace, self-control 
contentment religion. So Gandhi is endeavoring to turn India from 
the glitter and glamor of a materialistic goal. He hag Beén Japan 
enmeshing in materialism and shudders. Eut she has not India's 
spiritual heritace. Like another commoner Gandhi would say, "You 
shall not crucify India upon @ cross of gold." We hope and pray 
that Gandhi's voice will be heeded. India's message has always been 
spiritual. For her sake and for ours may she hold to this path. 
We Christian Westerners are one in believing that we all need this 
message of Gandhi and of any man who says, "What shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole (material) world and loose his own soul?" 
The ideal is both, mastery of the world of nature and soul-poss- 
ession-. But is not Gandhi right in saying, “For my India, soule 
possession first." And O God, for my America soul-possession 
first. ; 


5. Sacrifice purifies our souls. Gandhi glories in sacri- 
fice, rejoices in tribulation, seeks suffering. He knows his soul 
is vurified thereby. Many a one knows how a siege of sickness or 
a day of bereavement has purified his soul.e Gandhi says his fave 
orite song is this, "In the cross of Christ I glory." Towering 
otver the wrecks of selfishness he sees the cross of sacrifice. 
This is one reason for his burning of foreign made cloth. He 
knows that India is shivering and ashamed in her nakedness. But he 
knows too that India's soul needs more purifying. So he lights 
huce bonfires of foreign made clothes. It is easy for Gandhi him- 
self to suffer. It must be infinitely harder to urge others to 
suffer but he does because he believes that, with the suffering, 
he offers greater gains. | 

Once in South Africa, when Gandhi was arrested, word came say- 
ine that his wife was sick and his son perhavs G@yine- His friends 
were ready to offer bail. But in the non-violent campaign he had 
ureed his followers to accept any vunishment,even ask for more. 
Offering bail would not have been turning the other cheek for fure 
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thur punishment. Hence he refused bail-e Don't think that the 
family remonstrated. The little wife and bovs in their teens know 
jail life. In their sickness they accented the vacant chair, the 
absence of the ministering hand both as a purifying lesson to them- 
selves and to their Indian colleasues. When a family is not afraid 
of any suffering, the soul is purified ef -aii fear. 

Let me hasten to add that Gandhi's imprisonment is not due to 
hard-hearted British officials as some have said. He disturbed the 
peace, he preached revolution, he disobeyed the lew. The U.S. im- 
prisons such law-breakers. Rather he is the victim of a culture,of 
a civilazation, a Christian civilization if you please. And Chris- 
oes civilization is beine purified by the sacrifice .of Gandhi's 
KING e 


6- Sacrifice will melt the stoniest heart. It vurifies self 
and it convinces others. It will go thru to the heart when no ar- 
gument will. When a boy in his school lied, Gandhi retired to his 
room and refused to eat until the boy avoligised. When some of his 
ignorant followers got oF o0f-~hand in Africa, the starvation of their 
leader convinced them of his sincerity and of his interest in their 
behalf. Once Gandhi knew that outside his door a Monarmmedan >’ 
waited with a club to attack him. But he summoned no police, rather 
went fearlessly to the betrayer. At the hospital before he allowed 
the doctor to stitch the wounds he dictated to his followers:."This 
attack was due to a misunderstanding. Let the blood spilt today 
cement the Hindus and Mohammedans more closely." And it did. Too 
often has Gandhi similarly proved the power of sacrifice to melt 
hearts, to retain any doubt. 


Lastly, Gandhi measures a nation by its capacity for sacrifice 
No nation has risen without suffering. And he avvlies the same 
measure to a mane "Sacrifice is the key to all higher existence" 
he sayse When his English friend Andrews in arguing for meat-eate 
ing said that in all existence the lower life gives place to the 
higher,Gandhi replied, "You are a Christian and yet you use an ar- 
gument like that. I thought your Bible taught you that Christ was 
divine, and that just because he was divine, he sacrificed himself: 
for such 2a sinful creature as man. That teaching I can understand, 
but what you have just said I can not understand at all. I should 
love to imagine the whole universe sacrificing itself to save the 
life of a single worm. That would be beautiful. But your argument 


is not.® 


Tagore measures Gandhi by this same eapacity for sacrifice. 
"The secret of Gandhi's success" he says, "lies in his dynamic 
sviritual strength and incessant self-sacrifice. Many public men 
make sacrifices for selfish reasons- Gandhi is altogether differ- 
ent. He is unigue in his nobility. His very life is another name 
for sacrifice. He covets no power, no position, no wealth, no name, 
no fame. Offer him the throne of all India, he will refuse to sit 
on it, but will sell the jewels and distribute the money amone the 
needy. His rnower of sacrifice becomes all the more irrissistable 
because it is wedded with his paramount fearlessness. The longer I 
know him the better I like him. It is needless for me to say that 
this great man is destined to play a orominent vart in moulding the 


future of the world." 
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In another study we stated thet Fosdick calls our capacity 
for inspiration our supreme moral asset. Gandhi calls our capacity 
for sacrifice our greatest asset. It is not sicnificant that a 
religious leader of America which has stressed service should give 
the call to seek inspiration? And the religious leader of India 
vhich has stressed meditation should now give the call to sacri-— 
fice? Is it not a recognition of the fact that each needs the 
other? And as East and West approach each other they shell find 
themselves approaching him who said with his call to Inspireah,!Come 
unto me") also his call to sacrifice, "Go ye into all the world." 
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VII TAGORE AND UNITY. 


_ it is fitting that we showld ceive our closing study in this 
series on "The Seach of Truth in India" to Tagore and Unity. Once 
1t was Sir Rabindranath Tagore, knighted by the King of England. - 
Now it is Tagore only knischted by the kinghood of common neovle. 
Once it was Tagore the noet of Beneal, now it is Tagore the voet of 
East and West. Once it was Tagore the ardent Nationalist, now it i° 
is Tagore the Internationalist with a vision. Once the boy Rabin- 
dranath fled from school, now the scholar Rabindranath pursues 
truth even to Janan and America. Once it was Tarore, the teacher 
of Bohlpoor, now it is Tarore, Principal of an International Col- 
lege at Shantaniketan. Once it was Tagore, vreacher of the Brahmo 
Samaj, now, though it is hard to define his religion, his bio graph- 
er says his sympathies are with the Sadharan Samaj, which means 
Universal Society." 


Unitarians claim Tascore because of his teaching on the Father- 
hood of God and brotherhood of man; Christian Scientists might 
claim himbecause he believes in the mastery of the body by the 
mind; Mahayana Buddhism may claim him because be believes the In- 
finite dwelt in Buddha; Universalists may claim him because he be- 
lieves in the nrorress of 211 souls toward God. Vaishnavite Hin- 
dus may claim him because he stressed many of their tenets, such 
as "God's love finds its finality in mants love;" If we Trinitar- 
ians acceovt Jesus! test of discipnleshin, “If ye love one another" 
we too may claim him. Tagore includes in his religion these state- 
ments, “Peace is true and not conflict; Love is true and not hatred 
Truth is the One, ( ‘ not the disjointed multitude. Truth re- 
veals itself in beauty. Creation is the perpetual harmony between 
the infinite ideal of pnerfection and the eternal continuity of its 
realization." Then he adds, "Those who are habituated to the rigid 
framework of sectarian creeds will find such a religion as this too 
indefinite and elastic. No doubt it is so, but only because its 
ambition is not to shackle the Infinite and tame it for domestic 
use; but rather to help our consciousness to emancipate itself from 
materialism. In dopmatic religion all auestions are definitely 
answered, all doubts are finally laid to rest. But the poet's re- 
licion is as indefinite as the morming and yet as luminous." Are 
you reminded of another voet's "There is more faith in honest 
doubt, believe me than in half the creeds?" God never telis us to 
play safe, either in physical lire or in soiritual faith. In re- 
ligion as in life, "Nothine ventured nothing gained" Aren't you 
eled that the best of Hinduism joins with Christ in saydne, "The 
letter killeth, the svirit giveth life?" 


Candhi is a more inspiring leader than Tagore. Some thoughtful 
peovle call Gandjthe greatest Indian, even the ereatest living man. 
His ereat cavacity for sacrifice, revealing a great capacity to 
love has certainly raised him to a hich plane. A man can hardly be 
richtly estimated while he is still alive. Yet there are arguments 
to suovort the belief that in Gandhi we are witnessing the founding 
of a new religion. Certainly orthodox Hindusim is as bankrupt as 
was Judaism in Christ's day. Andfl think it is safe tosay that the 
followers of Gandhi to day number as many as did the followers of 
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Buddha, Zoroaster, Jesus and Mohammad at the time of the death of 
these leaders. Yet in spite of Gandhi's high position I think that 
Tagore has a clearer judgment and broader vision. Tarore is the 
only dependable critic of Gandhi whom I have found. Sacrifice is 
more appealing, more popular, but it feils unless it leads on to 
unity and brotherhood. Hence we clase this series with an examin- 
ation of Tagore and his message of Unity. 


Tagore is a disceming critic not only of Gandhi but of all the 
ereat Indians with whom we have dealt. It may serve as a helpful 
review if we summarize Tagore's criticisms of our leadine Indians. 
"In the time of the Buddha the individual discovered his own im- 
mesnity of worth, first by witnessing a man who united his heart in 
sympathy with all creatures thru the power of a love that knew no 
bounds; and then by learning that the same lisht of perfection lay 
confined within himse?#f behind the clouds of selfish desire." Tae 
gore has written little of Asoka but would quote with especial come 
mendation this edict of the Buddhist Emperor, "Upon the forest folk 
in his dominion his majesty looks kindly. They are bidden to turn 
from evil ways. His Majesty desires that all animate beings should 
have security, self-control, neace of mind and joyousness. Should 
my sons and grandsons become engaged in conquest by arms let them 
rather take pleasure in patience and gentleness and regard as the 
only true conquest that won by piety." Of Akbar Tagore has writ- 
ten, "In Indian history, the meeting of Mussulman and Hindu pro- 
duced Akbar, the object of whose dream was the unification of 
hearts and ideals. It had all the glowing enthusiasm of a religion 
and it vroduced an immediate and a vast result even in his own 
lifetime." 


And what about the Christian vreacher? Says Tagore "On the 
spiritual plane you can not do good until you be good. You cannot 
preach the Christianity of the Christian sect until you are like 
Christ, and then you do not preach Christianity, but love of God 
which Christ did. God is love and all that we receive at his hands 
blesses us. But when 2a man tries to usurp God's place and assume 
the role of a giver of gifts and does not come as a mere preveyor 
of God's love, then it is all vanity. Real preaching is in being 
perfect, which is thru meekness and love and self-dedication."Last- 
ly what does Tagore say of Gandhi? Three things he esnecially cri- 
ticises, Burning of Cloth, Non-co-overation; and Nationalsim. “If 
there be anything wrone in the wearing of a particular kind of 
cloth that would be an offence against economics, hygiene or aesthe~ 
tics, but certainly not against morality. What irony of fate is 
this that I should be preaching co-operation of cuitures between 
Bast and West in Europe just when the doctrine of Non-co-operation 
is vreached in India: You know that I do not believe in the mater- 
jal civilization of the West, just as I do not believe in the phy- 
sical body to be the highest truth in man. But I still less be- 
lieve in the destruction of the phsical body, and the ignoring of 
the vhysical necesities in life. I believe in the true meeting of 
Hast and West. The idea of Non-co-operation unneccessarily hurts 
that truth. It is not our hearth fire but the fire that burns out 
our hearths." But Tagore has paid the highest tribute to Gandhi's 
love and sacrifice. Do you not feel that Tagore is a fair and dis- 
cerning critic of India's noblest sons? 
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In previous studies we have given all the time we can afford +o 
present day nolitical conditions in India. But we must say a word 
about the Brahmo-Samaj and the imnortant channel for truth that it 
has been to India. Since both Tagore's father and grandfather 
were leaders in this Society it is appropriate to mention its pro- 
eress here. Brahmo-Samaj means Divine Society. It has almost the 
seme meaning as our word "Church." It was founded in 1828 by Ram 
Mohan Roy a Brahmin of Calcutta, who was educated in a Mohammedan 
University. He studied the sacred scriptures of most relirions, 
knew and admired both Carey and Duff, who were pioneer missionar- 
ies of North India, and wrote a book entitled, "The Princivles of 
Jesus, the Guide to Peace and Hanniness." His support enabled the 
Governor to supvress the thugs, a criminal tribe, and sati, the 
burnings of widows. Ram Mohan Roy was strong against idolatry but 
never gave up caste. He assisted Duff to start his school and rece 
ommended that the Lord's Prayer be made nart of the daity devotions 
for the Hindu students. With several of his advanced friends he 
started a Saturday night service, the first Theistic Church in In- 
dia outside of the Christian Church. The service was divided into 
four parts, recitation of Vedic texts, readings from the Unanishades 
(ancient Hindu philosovhical works), sermon and singing of hymns. 
One of the starters of this new Church was Tagore's grandfather, 
Dwarkanath Tagore, a wealthy vrogressive Brahmin. 


Upon Ram Mohan Roy's death, leadershin of the Samaj passed to 
Debendranath Tagore, father of the poet, and a venerable and state- 
ly figure. Duff's success in winning converts from the highest 
families in Calcutta stuns Tagore into determined opposition to 
Christian vrovagandae Soon came an enthusiastic youth, Keshub 
Chunder Sen, "destined to become the Samaj's greatest vrophet and 
the deepest spiritual force in moder India." He rejected caste 
and advocated widow remarriage.e He gathered about him a grouny of 
earnest: Hindus fired by a vassion for service. Hear his words, 
"Reformers must have a firm sense of duty, reform themselves, then 
endure hardshin. Steadily and vrayerfully look up to God, our 
light and our strength, our Father and our Friend." Or think of 
this tribute from Keshub, "Who rules India? What power sways the 
destinies of India? It is not politics, not diplomacy, not the 
fiery cannon of the British army that can make our peonvle loyal. 
Armies never conquered the heart of a nation. Gentlemen we cannot 
deny that our hearts have been touched, conquered, and subjugated 
by a sunerior nower.e That vower is Christ. It is Christ who rules 
India, not the British Government.Eneland has sent out a tremen- 
duous moral force in the life and character of that great vrophet, 
to conquer and hold this vast empire. None but Jesus, none but 
Jesus ever deserved this .bright, this precious diadem, India; and 


Jesus shall have it." 


No wonder that Keshub was too progressive for the senior Ta- 
gore and split the Samaj. Later another division came. These 3 
branches today are not large in numbers but they are exceedingly 
strong in influence. Many of the ministers in the Reformed Coun- 
cils come from the branches of the Brahmo-Samaj. The three agree 
that God is a sublime moral person, never incamate; hears and 
answers prayer; is to be worshinned only in sviritual ways and by 
all; repentance and cessation from sin is the path to salvation; no 
pook is authoritative; nature and intuition are sources of knowledge 
of Gode We rejoice in this progress. We know what only few like 
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Keshub knew, namely that it is the fan of Christ which sifts out 
these grains. 


The Arya Samaj is a much larger and militant society, anti- 
Christian, neo -~Hindu. Its members believe in one God, 4 Vedas 
are God's knowledge, forgiveness is impossible and salvation is 
emancipation from rebirth. They are esvecially trying to counter 
Christian vropaganda by admitting outcastes to membership. All of 
these modem samajas are storming the citadel of Hinduism and are 
prevaring India for the day when she will discover that Christ has 
ever been her goal. 


Gandhi has civen great imnetus to the leavening influence of 
Christ among the non-Christian leaders. Even the organ of the 
Arya Samaj in secking the hichest vraise for Gandhi calls him a 
modern Christ. It is certainly true, as the Editor of the India 
Social Reformer remarks, that "Gandhi has turned the face of India 
to Christ on the Cross." At the recent meeting of the Indian Na- 
tional Congress, the Hindu President speaking to the thousends who 
had gathered from all over India, refering to the trial of Gandhi 
said "To read a story equal in pathos, in dignity and in sublimity 
you have to go back over 2,000 years when Jesus of Nazareth, as one 
who perverted the people, stood to take his trial before a foreign 
tribunal. Later he quoted "I came not to send peace but a sword" 
in supvort of the turmoil caused by the non=co-operation. Again he 
read from Mathew and compared the British supvorters to the Scribes 
and Pharasees.e Lastly he called for sacrifice saying that Chris- 
tianity rose triumphant when Jesus offered himself as a sacrifice." 
These remarks are not casual. Christ indeed is the standard of 
judgment among the leaders of India today. 


If Indian leaders are thus accepting and preaching the heart 
of the gospel and western Christians are apt to make Christianity 
unvopular with their demominations and dogmas and dominance why 
should not the westerners clear out and let the Indians develop 
Christianity in their own way? Many have no doubt raised this 


question. 


It deserves the earnest answer of any who give money to mis-= 
sions in India, or who think of going there. We especially want 
the answer of Indians, both Christian and non-Christian. Yet time 
permits of only a brief answer. 

: 1. These Non-Christian leaders of India secured their &nspiz- 
ation either directly or indirectly from Christien Missionaries. 
Hundreds of them studied in Mission Colleges. Beside Ram Mohan Roy 
was Duff. Beside Gandhi, Jones and Missionaries in South Africa. 
"How shall they hear without a preacher?" 


2. India will always need and want to call leaders from the 
West just as America calls Hugh Black from Scotland, Munsterberg 
from Germany, and Tagore from India. 


3. Even though the leaders of India judge themselves and 
others by the steel measure of Christ that does not mean that the 
gospel has permeated all India. There are still 50 million out- 
castes, a shameful number of suffering girl widows and millions to 
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whom religion is more fear than love. The fact tat Boston has its 
George A- Gordon, New York its Fosdick, Baltimore its Peter Ainslee 
does not mean that there is not a cali for many ministering nands 
in the slums and settlements and frontier towns of our country. 
Then how much more in India with 3 times the population, a small 
fraction of the per capita income, and 85% illiteracy? There is 
still need, great need, for servers everywhere, but more so in In- 
dia than in America, I think, because the harvest is so tremendu- 
ous and the workers who possess the tools of the harvest so few. 


4. Certainly it is the business of the Christian from the 
West to keep in the background and let Christianity develop as an 
indiginous plant in India. India has the prior right to determine 
the symbols and forms and methods by which it will avvropriate him To 
whom: — is now turning so rapidly. It has been the glory of the 
missionary to carry the seed. But he is not growing a hot house 
plant to die when he withdraws. 


5» But if we have denominationalism strongly inbred, if we 
are dictatorial, thinking God has given us a monopoly on truth, if 
we believe in the divine right of the white race to dominate, or 
af in other ways we are plainly selfish - for it is selfishness 
whieh says "My denomination, my interpretation, my race" - - then 
don't send us to India. We shall do less harm in America. Tagore 
says it this way, “If you have in you pride of race, pride of sect 
and pride of personal suveriority strong then it is no use to try 
to doxgood to otherse They will reject your gift or be injured 
thereby - instances of which can be seen in India every day." What 
do you think of an American zealous and devout, going to Mr. Gandhi 
or Mre Tagore on Easter Sunday and saying, "You are a leader of 
India. I feel called of God to ask you to become a Christian lead- 
er. I ask you today because it is the day in which the Lord rose 
from the dead." "Rose from the dead, what do you mean" askg.i Tae 
gore. “After being dead three days his body in which he walked 
and talked and was crucified rose from the dead". "I glory in the 
cross of Christ" says Gandhi, "but I hardly like the thought of his 
being put back into his old physical body." Then our American 
friend says to Gandhi who it is said has turned the face of India 
to Christ on the cross,» “O youtve got to believe that the old body 
wes raised. The word of God says so- Not man's word, mind you. It 
is not what we like to think it is what the word of God says. And 
if you don't believe you are condemed to eternal torment for the 
word of God says, "He that believeth not is condemned already be- 
cause he hath not believed." What would you do when you meet this 
attitude in your zealous American friends? I'11 tell you what 
you'll do. With tears of humility you will grasp che hands of Mr. 
Gandhi and Mr. Tagore and say, "Please forgive us, we know not what 
we do}." Tacore has been driven away from christianity by just: such 
dogmatism. May India not be forced to follow. 


6. Indians of leadershiv, both Christian and Non-Christian 
have repeatedystatéd that India needs the co-operation of the 
Christian West. In the Madura Mission area it is the Christian 
Church, 99% Indian, that assigns resoonsibilities to all its workers 
whether Indian or American. The church is organized_go that the 
westerner can't dominate even if he should so wish. /A#S church is 
more advanced than many in self-govt, but such must beyfuture of 
all churches in India. Moreover non-Christian leaders like Gandhi, 
MAS + am Mataraia Tanta: and _eroares 
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India needs the service of the co-operating kind of missionary. May 
all be that kind. 


For these six reasons India still wants missionaries from the 
West. Reformed Hindus and Monammedans, officials and Missionaries, 
both dogmatic and progressive have co-operated in many social re- 
forms. So the India of Tagore is seeing much new lignt. Manu's 
laws against foreign travel, women's education, and lowcaste ed- 
ucation, are dead letters. Many outworn ceremonies are passing. 
The fetters of caste are breaking. Hinduism is becoming more tol- 
erant of those who break caste law and more reproving of those who 
make long prayers and rob widows and children of their birthright. 
Like science in America, reform is bound to come in India. If re- 
ligion can't find room for it retigion must go. But religion will 
not £0. 


But let us turn to the life of our leader. Rabindranath Tagoz 
is 62 years of age. His Brahmin ancestry is shown in his complex- 
ion, light for an Indian, His mother died when he was very young. 
His father was away from home much. He commanded his boy's respect 
but hardly his lovee One advantage of the joint family is seen in 
Tagore'ts boyhood. The father's brothers were like a father. An 
Indian boy calls his father's younger brothers "Little father" and 
older brothers: "Big father" recardless of size. The wife of an 
older brother was very much like a mother to Rabindranath. He 
grieved bitterly when, in his youth,she died. One brother was a 
poet, another a philosopher, the women of the household were 
artistic. Music and drama were the air he breathed. AllLhis life 
Tagore has declined orthodox paths. No wonder that he did not like 
school with its tedious time table and one-vattern mold. More to 
his sensitive tastes were the forest time table and the many pat- 
terns of clouds and leaves. Tutors were emvloyed. One can sym- 
pathize with their difficult efforts to draw their pupil's mind 
from the songs of the birds and the curving banks of the river to 
the songlessness of mathematics and the curveless jerks of the 
Bengalee alphabet. 


At 17 years of age Tagore took his first trip to England. Cus- 
tom was all against orthodox Hindus travelling at that time. The 
few who braved custom must on their returneat the purifying concoc- 
tion made from the 5 excretions of the cow. But Tagore was unortho- 
dox and travelled with less peril to his soul and body. He did not 
like Emgland, and never has enjoyed the West. Too much haste, too 
much smoke, too much noise, too much time wasted in materialistic 
things and sensual pleasures to please’this son of Eastern leisure 
and meditation. But still thruout his life he has travelled far 
and often, both to learn and to teach. He esnecially feels the 
call to save the West from “its wriggling tentacles of utilitarian- 
ism." 


Our noet began to write noetry about as soon as he could form 
sentences. Nature voems first, gradually broadening to include 
most of the emotions of the human heart. Three collections of 
poems aré well known. Crescent Moon is a group of poems about 
children; Fruit Gathering and Gitanjali. He has written many short 
storiesy a few dramas. Many of his philosophic lectures he has 
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gathered into books such as "Personality" and his lafest and in my 
judgment his best "Creative Unity." Notice the range of subjects 
in this latest book, vublished 1922; The Poet's Religion, the Crea- 
tive Ideal, Religion of the Forest, An Indian Folk Religion, East 
and West, Soirit of Freedom, The Nation, Women and Nome, An East- 
ern University. In this book the broad vision and the eastern mind 
bring new thoughts in unique word victures. 


One of the invaluable contributions of Tagore to literature is 
the translation into English and the intervretation of the best of 
antient Indian literature. Later": 9: :'a translation from Kabir, 
the weaver, of medieval India is quoted. "Sadhana" is Tagore's 
interpretation of the best of ancient Hinduism as expressed in the 
Upanishad scriptures. In reading this book one is imoressed by the 
fact that we Christians are coming to accept many of the ideas 
about the immanence of God which were recorded in India nearly 
5,000 years agoe Compare Dr. Swain'ts book, "What and where is God" 
with Tagore's intervretation of the highest Hindu thought and you 
‘will say, "the same Sovirit of Truth hes been working in the minds 

of men ,though centuries and seas divide them." 

Tagore has become somewhat unynopular in the West due to his 
rushing too hastily into print. Even more than his publication of 
hastily written stories and lectures, he has hurt his revutation 
by writing pvrefaces for verv inferior works of other authors. Had 
the western vublic only been given his best without any toning down 
for his Hnglish readers, his reputation need not have suffered. But 
his best like Gitanjalu will always remaine This book of poems 
went thru several editions in English before the first in Bengalee 
was exhausted, proof of the fact some things easterm are welcomed 
by the West. 


The first large recognition of Tagore's literary ability .came 
with the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1913. A Doctorate of Lit- 
erature which had been refused him in 1907 was offered him after 
the Nobel Prize. Like many a provhet he was in many ways honored 
more abroad than at home. 


Leaving his work as a voet let us turn to his work as a teach- 
er. Tagore started his school at Bohlpoor, near Calcutta, when he 
was 40 years of age. "It was sure to be something outraceously 
new, being the product of daring inexperience." Speaking of his 
own school experience which promoted him to start this school on 
new lines, he writes "My mind had to accept the tight fitting en- 
casenent of the school which, being like the shoes of a Mandarin 
woman, pinched and bruised my nature on all sides and at every 
moment. I was fortunate to extricate myself before insensibility 
set in. Thouch T did not have to serve the full penal term which 
men of my vosition have to undergo to find entrance into cultured 
society, I am glad that I did not altogether escape from its mo- 
lestation. It has given me knowledge of the wrong from which the 
children of men suffer." Poor suffering students: 


Would you like to read Tagore'ts opinion of our school exanin- 
ations? He says: ’’Success consists in obtaining the largest num- 
ber of marks with the strictest economy of knowledge. It is a del- 
iberate cultivation of disloyalty to truth, of intellectual dis- 
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honesty, of a foolish imposition by which the mind is encouraged to 
rob itself. But as we are by means of it made to forget the exist- 
ence of mind, we,Supremely havpy at the result. We pass examination: 
and Snrivel up into clerks, lawyers and police insyectore, and we 
die young." ; 


The Bohlpur school is not large. There have been many failures 
as the idea unfolded. There is no scholastic or creedal require- 
ment for admission. There are no college mental tests. Most of 
the boys eat together but if, for caste reasons, some. prefer to 
eat separately theM may- One of the orthodox Hindus”to his father 
"We don't want to eat separately as you insist. Most of the other 
boys eat together while we have to co off to a sevarate room. We, 
the strict high-caste, thus become the outcaste." This same fact 
is true in many varts of India, "The first shall be last." While 
the teacher is conducting a class, if a bird should sing, the 
class waits for the completion of the bird's carol. The students 
conduct a night school for the aboriginal tribe nearby. Examina- 
tions are not supervised, "I find that trust begets trust" says 
the leader. Boys usually write sittine on the grass, or under a 
tree or even un in the branches of the tree. The school would look 
quite poverty stricken to our western eyes, but they seem to care 
little for the ordinary equinment. And what it lacks in furniture 
is partly comnensated by the richness of birds and trees. Much of 
the study is out of doors. Discinline, courts and much of the ., 
administration, 3 in the hands of the students. "“Self-government /5 ¢ 
én better than’,government," says the Princival. In drama and in 
many other ways every effort is made to let the boys work out their 
own thoughts. Original dramas are freauently vresented. 


There is silent worshiv at sunrise and sunset, among the trees 
"Bod's first temples." There is however, a small temnle of wor- 
shiv. There are no idols there. In the words of the builder, Ta- 
gore's father, “The one invisible God is to be worshipned, and such 
in structions are to be given as are consistent with the worshino 
the vraise and the contemolation of the Creator and Maintainer of 
the world and as are vroductive of good morals, religious life and 
universal brotherhood." To some it may seem that this institution" 

‘is too remote and monastic for the training of boys who, when they 
leave school, have to struggle in the modern world. Can we not say 
rather, that verhaps here they acquire what the modern world most 
needs, that wealth of mind's tranquility which is required to give 
life its balance when it has to march to its goal thru the crowd 
of distractions?" 


In fecent years Tagore has put much money and thought into en- 
largine this school, making it into an Eastem University. He has 
called teachers from Buropve and America» and India. He hopes to 
build up an international student pody which here, unhampvered by 
conventionality and close to nature, will study the heritage of all 
the nations and studying, will everyday live and vractice the fel- 
lowshiv of all the nations. "Mankind must realize a unity, wider 
in range, deeper in sentiment, stronger in power than ever before. 
The first sten is to create opportunities for revealing veonles to 
one another" Hence Shantaneketan University in India and visits 
of foreign students fu America. All success to the University of 
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All the Nations lbcated at Shantaneketan, Place of pease les by 
the Poet who studies all the nations and belongs to the Church of 
ali the nations. Would you like to study there for a year? 


AS a youth Rabindranath belonged to a ¥ "UL group which 
thought itself a regular Klu Klux Klan in daring and a nihilist 
brigade in opposition to government. As an adult Tagore was once 
a leader in the Congress party and an ardent Nationalist. But he 
has been repelled by what he calls the begging tactics of Con- 
gresses. "Man is not under any necessity to beg for rightsSfrom 
others but must create them for himself." tance would have his 
fellow countrymen conform to the higher sniritual laws so complete- 
ly thet most Parliament- made laws would disavvear from very need- 
lessness. Yet certain prepressive laws, passed to deal with a dif- 
ficult form of nihilism, aroused Tagore and he resigned his knight- 
hood in these words:s "The accounts of insults and sufferings under 
gone by our brothers in the Puhiab have trickled thru the gagged 
Silence. Badges of honor make our shame claring in their incon- 
etdus context and I for my vart wish to stand shorn of all special 
distinction." Would there not be gain if all would follow Tagore 
in renouncing man-made titles. Better stand on our own worth, than 
Polstered up by*a. "Sir" or ai"Lord"® or a “Baron." 


Our closing thought we shall civd’Tacore's main message, 
"Unity." We can select but three vhases, Unity of man with nature, 
man with God, and man with man. 


Fruit gathering gives many of his best thoughts on Unity of 
man with nature. Here is onee "I feel that all the stars shine 
in me. The world breaks irfo my life like a flood. The flowers 
blossom in my body. All the youth fulness of land and water smokes 
like an incense in my heart; and the breath of all things plays on 
my thoughts as on a flute." Again he writes, when distressed by 
the chatter about him, "Oh that I were a desert Bedouin instead 
of one of these meek Bengalis- To live in the vast spaces, to 
skim the sands on my horse, to commune with sun and stars and in- 
finity" Just as strongly as the author of these lines, that fol- 
low, Tagore feels that all nature is onee There are different 
forms but thru all life" one increasing purpose runs." 

"There's a vart of the sun in the apple 
There's a vart of the moon in the rose 
There's a part of the flaming Plieades 

In everv leaf that blows." 


One can't but wish that both Gandhi and Tagore would accept 
modem mechanical inventions as a means of bringing the powers of 
nature closer to mane Is not Dre Swain right when he says, "Man 

wanted to speed un his legs and called in from nature the suto- 
hoi Fe, he wanted to strengthen his voice and called in the tele- 
yhone. He wanted to enlarge his ears and added the radio. Now 
he comes home at night puts his swift legs in the garage, hangs 
his big ears on the receiver, turns out his night seeins eyes and 
puts his little self to bed. " But Tacore is one with Dr. Swain 
in saying, "Nature is the work of God, and our bodies are also. We 
are one." 


Secondly Tarore urees the Unity of man with God- Pantheistic 
Hinduism goes so far as to loose the human personality, "I am God" 
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is its final and startling assumption. Tagore has doubtless been 
influenced by this Hindu heritage. Yet to read his writings is to 
be convinced, I think, that his thought is of God in man, man in 
God, without the apparent suicide of human personality thru ab- 
sorption in an all-embracing Brahman. Tagore especially likes this 
which he has translated from Kabir, "This day is dear to me above 
ad other days, for today the beloved Lord is a guest in my house. 
My chamber and my courtyeard are beautiful with his presence. I 
wash his feet, and I look upon his face; and I lay before him as 
an offering my body, my mind and all that I have. All evils fly 
from my heart when I see my Lord." Writes Tagore, "In India the 
greater part of our poetry is religious, because God with us is 
not a distant God; he belongs to our homes as well as to our tem- 
ples. We feel his nearness to us in all the human relationship 

of love and affection and in our festivities he is the chief guest 
whom we honore In seasons of flowers and fruits, in the coming of 
the rain, in the fulness of the autumn we see the hem of his man- 
tle and hear his footsteps. In the woman who is good we feel him, 
in the man who is true we know him. In our children he is born 
again and again, the Eternal child." This quotation from the words 
of our poet recalis does’not such verses as "Knew ye not that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" 


Perhaps these words of Tagore's best show his thought on the 
relation of God and man:t- 

"God's will in giving his love, finds its completeness in 
man's will returning that love. Therefore humanity is a necessary 
factor in the perfecting of the divine truth.- The Infinite, for 
its self-expression, comes down into the manifoldness of the Finite 
and the Finite for its self-realiszation, must rise into the unity 
of the Infinite. Then only is the cycle of truth complete." 


Lastly Tagore is the greatest living preacher, in my mind, of 
the Unity of Man and Man. Because the barrier between man and man 
is greatest between Hast and West Tagore throws himself heart and 
soul into the breaking of this man-made barrier. He says, "The 
most significant fact of modem days is this, that the West has met. 
the Fast. Such a momentuous meeting of humanity in order to be 
fruitful must have in its heart some great emotion. There can be 
no doubt that God's choice has fallen upvon the knights-errant of 
the West, for the service of the present age. The world today is 
offered to the West. She will destroy it if she does not use it 
for a great creation of man." Tagore compares the Bast to the 
bird the messenger of the sky and the West to the builder of the 
nest. The East has neglected{the soul flights, inspiration. But 
now each, seeing the need of the other is hastening to the glor- 
ious day of re-union. 


h est aghaed ak Scy 


England sings, "Britania rules the waves, Britains never shall 
be slaves." When she sings "Britains never shall be masters then 
slavery is gone" significantly remarks an Indian. And when we 
of the dominant west are among the nations as one that serves then 
brotherhood has come, the Kingdom of God has been achieved. 
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"The crest and crowing ef all haus 

q Life's final star is brotherhood; 

"and till it come we men are slaves 

And travel downward to the dust of graves. 


Come clear the way then, clear the way 

Blind creeds and kings have had their day; 

Break the dead branches from the Hace 
Our hope is in the aftermath, 

Our hope is in heroic men 

Star-led to bmhild the world again." 
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